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APALACHEE CHAPTER  
FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION WINTER 2014

February 11 “Liz Sparks: Breathtaking Coastal Footpaths of 
England and Wales.” Join mother/daughter hiking pals, Marga-
ret & Liz Sparks, for a sampling of breathtaking coastal footpaths 
of England and Wales. Yes, it is possible to hike a challenging 
hilly landscape and still gain weight. Enjoying Cornish pasties, 
local ales and cream teas makes hiking the coastline a visual 
and culinary joy. Azure waters, hillsides quilted with wildflowers, 
ancient castles and fluffy sheep offer stunning views at every 
hilltop. 

March 11 “Holly Parker and Kevin Curry: Backpack-
ing in the Grand Canyon.” Join Kevin Curry and Holly 
Parker as they share their great adventures in the Grand 
Canyon! Find out everything you need to know about hik-
ing in the Grand Canyon, and enjoy breathtaking photo-
graphs of their three-day hike from the South Rim to the 
North Rim.

The     
Blaze

CHAPTER MEETING PROGRAMS
January 14 “Currie Leggoe: 500-Mile Hike on The Camino, 
Spain.” The Camino, or The Way of St. James, is a pilgrimage trail 
across the north of Spain that is more than 1200 years old. It is 
a river of people all flowing West to Santiago de Composte-la 
one step at a time. There are still many Catholics amongst those 
who walk, but now others of different faiths or no faith at all 
participate. It is not a wilderness backpacking trip, but rather a 
walk through mountains and fields and towns and forests while 
staying in albergues (pilgrim hostels) at night. Currie will share 
with us the scenery, the pattern of life, the wonderful parts and 
the difficulties of the 500-mile section that she journeyed. 

1.877.HIKE.FLA
www.floridatrail.org
apalachee.floridatrail.org
www.facebook.com/apalacheechapter.fta
www.meetup.com/apalachee-florida-trail-hiking

       eetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Training Room of the Early Learning  
       Coalition, Suite 70, through the main entrance of the Northwood Centre at 1852 North Martin Luther King Blvd. , 
Tallahassee. For more information, contact Howard Pardue (850) 386-1494 or Adrienne Ruhl (813) 293-1081 or Liz Sparks 
(850) 570-5950. Meetings are open to the public.

SECTION LEADERS AND TRAILMASTERS
Aucilla: Wendy Dial (941) 320-8470; George Blakely, Lee Bonninghausen, Carlene & Vic Danart, James 
Kimbrel, Liz Sparks. St. Marks: Dale Allen 656-8050. ANF East: Richard Graham 878-3616; George Weaver. 
ANF West: VACANT. Ft. Braden: Howard Pardue 386-1494; Rik Edmonds, Mike Tucker. Phipps Park: Linda 
Patton 668-4334; Karen Berkley, Dawn Brown, David Gregory, David Tandberg. Torreya: Jerry Herting 878-
3426; Bob Gilley.  

ACTIVITY LEADERS 
All Section Leaders, plus the following: Gwen Beatty, Karen Berkley, Cathy Briggs, Dawn Brown, Ray Cade, 
Bob Daniels, Wendy Dial, Dawn Griffin, Barry Haber, John Laney, Holly Parker, Tom Rish, Thomas Smith, 
Ronny Traylor, Mike Tucker, George Weaver, Kent Wimmer.

MEMBERS
Bass, Beverly
Crum, Guenevere
Koussiafes, Perry
Lampkin, Stacey
Larkins, Cathy
Lenz, Janet
Reese, Larry
Smith, Harry
Woodward, Connie

August-October, 2013

CHAPTER OFFICERS
Chair 

   Howard Pardue 386-1494 
   hpardue@comcast.net 

Treasurer

VACANT 

MeMbership 
   Ray Cade 508-7593 

   raycade@hotmail.com 

prograMs 
   Adrienne Ruhl (813) 293-1081 

   adrienneruhl@gmail.com 
   Liz Sparks 570-5950 

   liz.aparks57@gmail.com 

publiCiTy & WebsiTe

Linda Patton 668-4334 
   lpatton@fsu.edu 

aCTiviTies 
   Dawn Griffin 270-9891 

   griffindd@aol.com 

NeWsleTTer 
   Ben Poston 408-1479 

   benjaminposton@gmail.com 

Trails CoordiNaTor 
   Richard Graham 878-3616 
   rdgraham@centurylink.net 



A C T I V I T I E S

  Those interested in an activity should contact the listed leader at least a full day prior to the event. Dress appropriately 
for our unpredictable weather and the woods - wearing layers and hiking footwear is recommended. Always bring water, 
and possibly snacks, sunscreen and bug spray. Most activities continue as scheduled, even if the weather is less than ideal. 
An adult chaperon must accompany children. Codes: “P” - Public welcome to participate; “M” - Limited to FTA members only/ 
“L” - Leisurely; “M” - Moderately difficult; “S” - Strenuous.
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PLEASE NOTE: The Florida National Sce-
nic Trail and other forest trails are part 
of the natural environment. Rough, un-
even, and/or slippery surfaces, protrud-
ing roots, encroaching vegetation, fallen 
branches, mud and water, insects and 
other wildlife, irritating plants and other 
hazards may be present. Wear boots and 
use caution. If you question whether a 
hike is within your ability, contact the 
Activity Leader. More information can 
be found at www.apalachee.floridatrail.
org, click on “Guidelines for Activity Par-
ticipants.”

January 4 Saturday P/L Day Hike at Alum 
Bluff.  Also known as the Garden of Eden Trail, 
Alum Buff is a short hike but very strenuous.  
Join us on a day hike criss-crossing Florida’s 
unique steep heads.  We’ll hike to a high bluff 
overlooking the Apalachicola River and look 
down on the type section for the Alum Bluff 
geologic formation. Bring a snack, water and 
sun protection.  After the hike, we’ll stop at 
a local restaurant for a late lunch. Leader:  
Gwen Beatty (850) 539-6027 or gfbeatty@
yahoo.com. 

January 8 Wednesday P/M “Lite and Fast” 
Power Hike. Join us every Wednesday to 
eliminate stress, burn fat and just get some 
exercise. This is not a trail running group, but 
we will maintain a power walking pace (ap-
prox. 3.5 mph) with light hiking gear (dress 
in layers, bring water, energy bar, light trek-
king or trail running shoes and with our lim-
ited daylight bring a flashlight/headlight). 
The basic hike will cover about 4 miles. Sign 
up at http://www.meetup.com/Apalachee-
Florida-Trail-Hiking or call leader for any 
last minute  changes or cancellations. Meet 
at 5:15 p.m. at the Edenfield Trailhead on 
Miccosukee Road for warm-up and stretches 
– then due to precious daylight we hit the 
trail at 5:30 PM SHARP. Pets (on leash) must 
maintain group pace and be cleaned up af-
ter (park rules). Leader: Dawn Griffin (850) 
509-6103 or Griffindd@aol.com. Repeated 
on Jan. 15, 22, 29. 

January 12 Sunday P/S St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge. These hikes will continue 
the successful and popular series started 
last fall. They are designed primarily for 

hikers who would like to increase their en-
durance on the trail. We’ll hike about 12-14 
miles at a brisk pace. Bring water and trail 
snacks for several hours. This activity is also 
appropriate for anyone wishing to train for a 
backpacking trip.  Bring your pack with 50-
60% final load.  Leader: Dawn Brown (850) 
545-0351/ 668-0091 or dbrown1948@em-
barqmail.com. Repeated on Jan. 19, 26.

January 14 Tuesday, P/L Chapter Meeting 
Program “Currie Leggoe, 500 Mile Hike On 
The Camino, Spain.” See front page. Meeting 
held at the Early Learning Coalition, Suite 
70, Northwood Centre, 1852 North Martin 
Luther King Blvd., Tallahassee. Information: 
Liz Sparks (850) 570-5950 or liz.aparks57@
gmail.com. 

January 16 Thursday P/M Weekday Warriors 
Trail Care. Work on a section of the FNST (to 
be determined). Wear sturdy shoes and dress 
for the weather in “trail work” clothes. Bring 
water, bug spray, personal medications, lunch, 
your favorite trail care gear. Protective gear 
is worn and will be provided. Hand tools 
provided. To sign up contact Leader: Howard 
Pardue (850) 386-1494 or hpardue@com-
cast.net.

January 18 Saturday P/M  Invasive Plant 
“Seek and Destroy” Workday at Spring House.  
Pre-registration by January 14th is required.  
Spring House is the only built private resi-
dence in Florida designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. The house and grounds now com-
prise the Spring House Institute, which is 
being restored for use for public events (pre-
serve springhouse.org) but is not yet open.  
The grounds around the house are heavily 
infested with coral ardisia and other invasive 
plants. The Magnolia Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society and the Apalachee 
Chapter of the Florida Trail Association have 
been given the privilege and a rare oppor-
tunity to address this problem. Come join us 
for this special event, intended as a fun and 
fulfilling experience for all. It will be a full 
workday (8:30 to 4:00) to remove coral ardi-
sia in a careful manner to preserve existing 
native plants around the house and restore 
a trail through the property. If you do not yet 
know how to identify or remove coral ardi-
sia, you will be taught. The type of work will 

vary from gentle to vigorous, depending on 
your ability and zeal. Food will be provid-
ed throughout the day by a private donor: 
Coffee & breakfast items, then lunch, then 
beverages & snacks. Bring bug spray and 
your own water bottle. Some tools will be 
provided, but bring gardening-type gloves, 
clippers, a pointed shovel, and a root jack 
or weed wrench, if you have them. Children 
are permitted, but must be supervised by an 
adult. No pets, please. To register, contact 
Karen J. Berkley (850) 570-5740 or kjberk-
ley@gmail.com.  

January 19 Sunday M/M St Vincent’s Island 
National Wildlife Refuge Day Hike. St Vin-
cent is located west of Apalachicola and is 
an undeveloped barrier island just offshore 
from the mouth of the Apalachicola River in 
the Gulf of Mexico. The triangular shaped is-
land is 9 miles long and 4 miles across at 
its widest point and has over 14 miles of 
pristine beaches and 80 miles of criss-cross-
ing dirt roads. We will be hiking within the 
several different habitat types including the 
beach - always hiking at a comfortable pace!  
Check out:http://www.fws.gov/southeast/
pubs/facts/svncon.pdf. Bring plenty of water 
(in a daypack), lunch, cash for shuttle, sun 
protection and wear comfortable clothes 
and shoes for hiking. We will be taking the 
St. Vincent Island Shuttle Services to cross 
Indian Pass; cost is $10.00 per person for 
round-trip transportation. Plan on catching 
dinner on the way home. Sign up at http:// 
www.meetup.com/Apalachee-Florida-Trail-
Hiking or call leader to register.  Meeting lo-
cation and time of departure finalized closer 
to event. It is a two-hour drive, so the depar-
ture time will be very early from Tallahassee. 
FTA members only; limit 40 people. Leader: 
Dawn Griffin (850) 509-6103) or Griffindd@
aol.com. 

January 25 Saturday P/L  Aucilla River Rap-
ids Trail Maintenance (and Trash Pickup).  
Call for meeting time & location to carpool 
to the boat launch area then rapids to pick 
up & bag trash. Lunch at rapids. Leader will 
provide sandwiches, fruit, and dessert. Limit 
3 people. To sign up, contact Leader: Wendy 
Dial at (941) 320-8470 or wbdial@gmail.
com. 
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January 30 Thursday P/M  Weekday Warriors 
Trail Care. Work on a section of the FNST (to 
be determined). Wear sturdy shoes and dress 
for the weather in “trail work” clothes. Bring 
water, bug spray, personal medications, lunch, 
your favorite trail care gear. Protective gear 
is worn and will be provided. Hand tools 
provided. To sign up contact Leader: Howard 
Pardue (850) 386-1494 or hpardue@com-
cast.net.

February 1 Saturday P/M Munson Hills Trail 
Hike. Eight-mile hike through long leaf pine 
forest and sandy shoreline ponds, seeing as 
many as seven different woodpeckers. Bring 
lunch, water and bug spray. Leader: Mike 
Tucker (850) 545-3489 or tuckems@hot-
mail.com.

February 5 Wednesday P/M “Lite and Fast” 
Power Hike. See Jan. 8 for details. Repeated 
on Feb. 12, 19, 26.

February 8 Saturday P/L  Aucilla River: FNST 
Fun Hike Part I, “The Aucilla River Uncov-
ered.”  Explore a 4.7-mile visible portion of 
the prehistoric Aucilla and learn about the 
people and animals that lived there 14,500 
years ago. See where the Burnt Bridge used 
to be as we hike along the river’s edge. We’ll 
eat lunch at the rapids.  Bring lunch, water 
and snacks. Email hike leader for meet-
ing time and location, and include your 
full name and best anytime telephone and 
email address.  Limit 25 people. To sign up, 
contact Leader:  Wendy Dial (941) 320-8470 
or wbdial@gmail.com  See Feb. 16 for Part 
II of this series.

February 8 Saturday P/L Torreya State Park 
Day Hike. These hikes will continue the suc-
cessful and popular series started last fall 
and this January in St. Marks Refuge, except 
we will switch to a venue with more chal-
lenging elevation gain and loss. They are de-
signed primarily for hikers who would like to 
increase their endurance on the trail. We’ll 
hike about 10-12 miles at a brisk pace.  Bring 
water and trail snacks for several hours. This 
activity is also appropriate for anyone wish-
ing to train for a backpacking trip. Bring 
your pack with 50-60% final load. Leader: 
Dawn Brown (850) 545-0351/ 668-0091 or 
dbrown1948@embarqmail.com. Repeated 
on Feb. 16, 23.

February 11 Tuesday P/L Chapter Meeting 
Program: “Liz Sparks, Breathtaking Coastal 
Footpaths of England and Wales.” See front 
page. Meeting held at the Early Learning 
Coalition, Suite 70, Northwood Centre, 1852 
North Martin Luther King Blvd., Tallahassee.  
Information: Liz Sparks (850) 570-5950 or 
liz.aparks57@gmail.com.

February 13 Thursday P/M  Weekday War-
riors Trail Care.  Work on a section of the 
FNST (to be determined). Wear sturdy shoes 
and dress for the weather in “trail work” 
clothes. Bring water, bug spray, personal 
medications, lunch, your favorite trail care 
gear. Protective gear is worn and will be pro-
vided. Hand tools provided. To sign up con-
tact Leader: Howard Pardue (850) 386-1494 
or hpardue@comcast.net.

February 15 Saturday P/L  Hike the FNST 
from Purify Bay Rd. to Marsh Point. A VERY 
leisurely 4-mile hike from Purify Bay Rd. 
trailhead to Marsh Point and back. Lunch at 
Marsh Point, with scenic views of the salt 
marshes. Learn about the Confederate salt 
works in the Refuge. Please sign up only if 
you are willing to hike at a very slow pace.  
Leader:  Linda Patton (850) 668-4334 or 
lpatton@fsu.edu.

February 15 Saturday P/S Seek and Destroy! 
Phipps Park Invasive Plant Education and 
Removal  Program. Organized jointly by the 
Florida Trail Association (Apalachee Chap-
ter), the Florida Native Plant Society (Mag-
nolia Chapter), the City of Tallahassee, and 
the Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, this program is geared towards hik-
ers, runners, cyclists, students, Scouts, other 
wildlife/plant enthusiasts, and anyone else 
interested in  learning and “giving back!” It 
uses Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park’s extensive 
invasion of coral ardisia for hands-on educa-
tion and removal opportunities. Learn how to 
identify and eradicate coral ardisia and other 
invasive plants wherever you are. Learn also 
about other aspects of this beautiful, 670-
acre park. Get some satisfying exercise and 
feel good about giving back.  Bring water, 
bug spray, gardening work gloves, and wear 
shoes appropriate for hiking. Some tools 
will be provided but please bring a clipper, 
shovel (pointed type is best), root jack, and/
or weed wrench if you own them. Lunch pro-
vided. This activity may not be appropriate if 
you are severely allergic to poison ivy; Ben-
toquatam lotion barrier cream provided for 
those who wish to use it. Begins  promptly 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Meridian trailhead, 4000 
N. Meridian Rd. (Youth Sports Complex/ 
baseball fields), located 0.1 mile in, on the 
left.  Questions? Contact Karen Berkley (850) 
570-5740, kjberkley@gmail. com or Chuck 
Goodheart: (850) 933-6631, Charles.Good-
heart@talgov.com. 

February 16 Sunday P/L Aucilla Sinks: FNST 
Fun Hike Part II, “Walk on Water.” Zigzag with 
us around and between the 11 named sinks 
along this portion of the Florida Trail where 
the river flows underground. The sinks ex-
pose the water flowing beneath our feet.  

Hike is 4.2 miles and contains some rocky 
outcroppings. Despite the sign we’ll see for 
Long Suffering Rd., the walk is considered 
leisure. Bring lunch and water and snacks. 
Email hike leader for meeting time & lo-
cation, and include your full name and best 
anytime telephone and email address. Limit  
25 people. To sign up, contact Leader: Wendy 
Dial (941) 320-8470 or wbdial@gmail.com. 

February 18 Tuesday M/L Chapter Activities 
Planning Meeting for April - June. Open to all 
members who would like to participate or 
want to become activity leaders. Bring your 
own dinner, calendar and ideas for exciting 
spring activities! Held at the home of Karen 
Berkley (3310 Northshore Circle, Tallahas-
see). Leader: Dawn Griffin (850) 509-6103 or 
Griffindd@aol.com. 

February 22 Saturday P/M Bear Creek Trails 
Hike. The Bear Creek Educational Forest is in 
Gadsden County. Start with a 2.5 mi. hike on 
the Ravine trail and continue 3.5 mi. on the 
Bear Creek Trail. This trail system follows the 
contours of a lengthy steephead ravine, and 
dispels the myth that Florida doesn’t have 
steep trails. $2 per person entry fee. Leader:  
Barry Haber (850) 284-5615 or BarryJHab-
er@hotmail.com.

March 1 Saturday P/S  19th Annual Bradwell 
Bay Swamp Stomp in the Apalachicola Na-
tional Forest, Bradwell Bay Wilderness Area.  
Slog about 8 miles on the FNST in the heart 
of the Apalachicola National Forest. Hike 
through one of the largest bay swamp for-
ests in Florida with old-growth slash pine 
and black gum trees. With normal rain, ex-
pect wading in ankle-to-knee deep water for 
over half of the hike. This hike is strenuous 
and may have deep mud, holes, fallen trees 
and cold weather. Leader: Kent Wimmer 
(850) 528-5261 or klwimmer2@gmail.com.   

March 5 Wednesday P/M “Lite and Fast” 
Power Hike. See Jan. 8 for details. Repeated 
on March 12, 19, 26.

March 7-9 Friday-Sunday P/L Florida Trail 
Association Annual Conference. Each spring, 
the FTA holds its Annual Meeting to elect 
new Board members and officers. A confer-
ence is arranged around that meeting so we 
have the opportunity to meet and have fun 
with fellow Trail enthusiasts. The conference 
always includes presentations, demonstra-
tions, auctions, raffles, trail updates, exhibits, 
hikes, paddles, and more. The 2014 Annual 
Conference will be held at Camp McConnell 
near Gainesville. More information will be 
posted at http://www.floridatrail.org/2014-
annual-conference as it becomes available. 

March 7-13 Friday-Thursday P/S Sopchoppy 
Bridge F-Troop. Replacement of bridge on 
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the Sopchoppy section of the FNST in the 
Apalachicola National Forest. Volunteers 
can expect to assist with prefabrication, as-
sembly, equipment operation and finishing 
work.  Sign up for one day or the entire week. 
For more information and online registra-
tion go to www.floridatrail.org/volunteer/
volunteeropportunities and scroll down to 
‘Sopchoppy Bridge F-Troop.’  Questions?: 
Megan Donoghue (941) 408-3098.  

March 8 Saturday P/M Ft Braden Trail Fun 
Hike. Enjoy a 9-mile hike along slope forest 
with views of Lake Talquin as we check out 
the spring wildflowers. Expect trip to last 
5-6 hours. Bring lunch and bug spray. Leader:  
Mike Tucker (850) 545-3489 or tuckems@
hotmail.com.   

March 9 Sunday P/M Torreya State Park 
Day Hike.  Hike 8 miles on the Torreya River 
Bluff loop trail through hilly forest near the 
Apalachicola River this spring morning. Par-
ticipants should be physically fit. Bring wa-
ter,  lunch, bug repellent, and a walking stick 
(optional). Meet at 7:30 a.m. in Tallahassee 
to car pool. Leader: Jerry Herting (850) 878-
3426.  

March 11 Tuesday P/L Chapter Meeting Pro-
gram: “Holly Parker and Kevin Curry, Back-
packing in the Grand Canyon.” See front 
page. Meeting held at the Early Learning 
Coalition, Suite 70, Northwood Centre, 1852 
North Martin Luther King Blvd., Tallahassee. 
Information: Liz Sparks (850) 570-5950 or 
liz.aparks57@gmail.com.

March 15 Saturday P/M W.D.Lines Tract Day 
Hike. The Lines Tract is on the west side of 
Lake Talquin and is better known as an off-
road bike trail although bikes are seldom 
encountered. Enjoy hiking the Long Leaf 
and parts of the Talquin Loop trails. About 
6 miles with great views of Lake Talquin. 
Leader:  Barry Haber (850) 284-5615 or Bar-
ryJHaber@hotmail.com.   

March 15 Saturday P/M  Phipps Park Inva-
sive Plant Education and Removal  Program. 
See Feb. 15 for details. 

March 21 –23, Friday - Sunday M/M Day 
Hikes Celebrating Spring in Pine Mountain 
Ga. Leave Tallahassee Friday a.m. for a 3.5-
hour drive to Pine Mountain (outside Co-
lumbus, Georgia). On the way we can stretch 
our legs with a short hike in Georgia’s “Little 
Grand Canyon” at Providence Canyon State 
Outdoor Recreation Area, then continue our 
journey north to Pine Mountain and check 
into our accommodations. Enjoy a longer 
hike on Saturday on the Pine Mountain Trail. 
Non-hikers can visit Callaway Gardens and 
Warm Springs (FDR’s Little White House). On 
the way back on Sunday plan to stop at the 
Andersonville National Historic Site. You can 
choose a hotel at night, or stay in a cabin or 
campsite.  Make your reservations early either 
at a hotel in Pine Mountain or at F.D.R. State 
Park cabins/campground (gastateparks.org/
FDRoosevelt). Sign up early; space is limited.   
FTA members only; limit 30 people. To sign 
up, contact one of the Leaders: John Laney 
(850) 879-0168 john@john-laney.com,     
Dawn Griffin (850)509-6103 Griffindd@
aol.com), and Dawn Brown (850) 668-0091  
dbrown1948@embarqmail.com). 

March 29 Saturday P/M Chipola River Canoe 
and Hinson Conservation Area Hike. Repeat 
of October trip to canoe the Chipola River 
from Yancy Bridge to Magnolia Bridge, stop-
ping half way down for a hike with Leigh 
Brooks showcasing the unique spring wild-
flowers of the Hinson Conservation Area.  
Bring shoes, water and bug spray for the hike.  
Limit 12 canoes/kayaks.  Leader: Mike Tucker 
(850) 545-3489 or tuckems@hotmail.com. 

March 30 Sunday P/M Sopchoppy River Aza-
lea Hike. A five-mile, easy to moderate, hike 
on a section of the FNST that follows the 
Sopchoppy River in the Apalachicola Na-
tional Forest. This section of the Trail has 
abundant stands of wild azaleas that bloom 

in mid to late March. Hikers will be provid-
ed with a list of plant species likely to be 
observed along the trail. Limit 25 people. 
To sign up, contact Leader: George Weaver 
(850) 510-3288 weaver@psy.fsu.edu.   

April 12 Saturday M/L Cathedral of Palms/
Shepherd Spring Hike. A rare chance for 
those who are distance/ speed-challenged 
to take a shorter-than-usual hike to see “The 
Cathedral of Palms” and beautiful Shepherd 
Spring. During the spring turkey hunt in the 
Refuge, the forest road gates will be open 
and we can drive to within a mile of the 
Spring. This hike will be a round trip of only 
2 miles and at a very slow pace. We’ll plan 
on arriving at the Spring just in time to eat 
lunch while enjoying the view. Bring bug 
spray, water, lunch. Wear a hunter-orange 
shirt, vest and/or cap. FTA members only; 
limit 10 people. To sign up, contact Leader: 
Linda Patton (850) 668-4334 or lpatton@
fsu.edu 

April 12 Saturday P/M  Phipps Park Invasive 
Plant Education and Removal Program. See 
Feb. 15 for details.  

April 13 Sunday P/L Day Hike at Birdsong 
Nature Center. BNC is just over the Georgia 
state line on Meridian Road and consists of 
565 acres of wildflower meadows, forests, 
ponds and swamps which are home to a 
myriad of birds (over 160 species have been 
sighted!) and other wildlife. We will visit 
the famous Bird Window for an extraordi-
nary and intimate bird-viewing experience.  
Bring a snack/water and day hike on some 
of the twelve miles of trails. Admission: $5 
adults, $2.50 children 4-12 years old, free 
to BNC members. Car pool meeting location 
and time finalized closer to event. Limit 25 
people. Sign up at  http://www.meetup.com/
Apalachee-Florida-Trail-Hiking or contact 
the Leader: Dawn Griffin (850) 509-6103  or 
Griffindd@aol.com.  
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   We are collecting sightings of the eastern diamondback rattlesnake. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been petitioned 
to list it as threatened and has provided money to FWC to determine its current distribution and status. We are interested in 
observations since 2000. You can report sightings online (https://public.myfwc.com/FWRI/DRS/) or send an email to Kevin 
Enge (kevin.enge@myfwc.com) with the coordinates (or street address), year, and month of the sighting.  Latitude and longi-
tude can be obtained from Google Earth, but if you don’t remember exactly where it was found, we would still be interested in 
the sighting if it came from a conservation land. It’s fine if you don’t remember the month or the exact year (as long as it was 
post-2000). Any photos sent will be vouchered in your name in the Florida Museum of Natural History. We have developed a 
24” x 30” “wanted poster” for the diamondback rattlesnake and Florida pine, southern hognose, and short-tailed snakes. If you 
are interested in possibly posting this poster, please email Kevin Enge and he will send it as an 8-mb attachment. Thank you.

Kevin M. Enge
Associate Research Scientist
Reptile and Amphibian Research Subsection
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
1105 SW Williston Road

Gainesville, FL  32601-9044 
352-334-4209 (office) 352-955-2183 (fax)
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F R O M  T h E  C h A I R  b y  H o w a r d  Pa r d u e

   About the November Wakulla Walkabout Gathering: The Gathering was a good reminder of the outdoor opportunities we 
are blessed with in our Region. It reminds us of what talented and dedicated people can do together. Special thanks to Dawn 
Griffin for keeping us on track, and to the almost four dozen other volunteers who made it happen.

   From a Choctawhatchee Chapter member: “It was a fantastic weekend!...The best hiking for me so far in Florida!...I saw 
more wildlife this weekend than I have in my whole life!…Fantastic guest speakers, great raffle and prizes...Beautiful clos-
ing ceremony!” From a Panhandle Chapter member: “Had a great time. Very well organized. Fun filled and busy weekend…”  
From others: “I didn’t know your area had so much to offer!”  “Activities were timed so I could participate in so many of them.”  
“Best food I ever had at an FTA Conference.”

   Another remarkable event: A Taste of the Trail. It was a wonderful fun and fundraiser held at the unique Spring House.  
Great job Holly Parker! This premier event signaled FTA’s awareness that we are like all significant statewide non-profits. If 
we are to maintain our core services for members and the public, despite FTA’s loss of of 70% to 80% of Federal funding in 
recent years, then we have to be serious about fundraising. I urge your support for the Trail Association. It is easy to donate 
on their website: www.floridatrail.org.  
    As 2013 comes to a close, I wish you the gift of Trail in the Winter hiking season. Our winter activity schedule, beginning 
on page 2, can provide you a good starting point.

SIgN up FOR E-BLAzE COLOR pDF INSTEAD OF pApER!!  
Those signed up for the e-BLAZE are getting 2 full pages of color photos!! Contact Linda Patton lpatton@fsu.edu or 668-4334.  

  Wakulla Walkabout Regional Conference - Nov. 8-10       Spring House “A Taste of the Trail” FTA fundraiser- Nov. 16

Doug Alderson
Steve Babcock
Nick Baldwin
Gwen Beatty
Karen Berkley
Cathy Briggs
Dawn Brown
Madeleine Carr 
Toni Courtier
Lesley Cox

Wendy Dial
Carl & Sylvia Dunnam 
Van Freed
J.C. Gayhartt
Lori Gilbertson
Richard Graham
Dawn Griffin
Barry Haber
Hannah Hiester
Melanie Knapp

Ken Kopczynski
Robert Lakin
Kayce Morton 
Howard Pardue
Linda Patton
Cynthia Paulson
Roger Pinholster
Ben Poston
Adrienne Ruhl
Peter Scalco 

Todd Severance
Steve Sheridan 
Gary Sisco
Elizabeth Slack
Liz Sparks
Janet Stephens
Richard Stephens
Mike Tucker
Ed Valla 
Roger Walton 

Carol Watkins
George Weaver 
Chris Weber 
Helen Wigersma 
Kent Wimmer
Florida Trail Assoc. 

[Please forgive us 
if  we inadver tently 
omitted you.]

            “The Florida Trail Association develops, maintains, protects and promotes a network of 
hiking trails throughout the state including the unique Florida National Scenic Trail. Together with our partners, we provide 
opportunities for the public to hike, engage in outdoor recreation, participate in environmental education and contribute to 
meaningful volunteer work.”

F TA  M I S S I O N

   There will be 3 positions to be voted on: Treasurer, Activities Coordinator, and Membership Coordinator. Any person who 
would like to volunteer to run for a position, or wants to know more about the positions, can contact Howard Pardue at 
386-1494 or hpardue@comcast.net.

WAkuLLA WALkABOuT VOLuNTEERS AND DONORS -- ThANk YOu!!!

ELECTIONS IN FEBRuARY!

upDATE YOuR INFORMATION!
If you change your mailing and/or email address, please remember to let FTA and Apalachee Chapter know.



FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION. JOIN TODAY...ENJOY HIKING FLORIDA’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

Florida Trail Association Member’s Code:

I understand that I am entitled to all rights and privileges of a dues-paying member, and that only members may hike the Trail across private property. 
When on the Trail, I agree to protect wildlife, hike only marked routes, not carry firearms, leave gates as found, use crossings on fences when possible, 
where permitted, keep fires small, then drench and obliterate, carry out all refuse, report irregularities to property owners, pick up after those who 
have gone before and leave only footprints. I understand that hiking the Trail is a privilege and that I do so at my own risk. Neither the Association nor 
landowners are in any way liable for any injury or accident I might sustain while hiking the Florida Trail. 

Name:                                                                     Address:                                                                                                            

City/State:                                                                                          Zip:                    Country:                                                      

Phone:H(              )                                   W(              )                                         Fax: (              )                                                       

Email:                                                                                                 Employer/Occupation:                                                                

Family Memberships: 
Spouse’s Name:                                                                                    Employer/Occupation:                                                            

Number of Children (18 or younger):                          

     Individual  $35          Family*  $50          Sustaining*  $150         Supporting*  $250 

     Individual Life  $1000         Family Life*  $1500        Senior 65+  $30          Senior 65+ Couple  $45           

     Full-time Student 18-23  $30          Full-time Student 18-23 Couple  $45 

*Includes spouse and children 18 or younger. 

     Check here if you DO NOT wish your address shared with FTA-affiliated organizations. 

Additional Contribution:      General Fund       $                   Bill my        MC         VISA       DISCOVER          AMEX 

     Endowment Fund   $                    Account:                                                        

                  Annual Fund     $                    Expiration Date:                                              

     Total Enclosed     $                    Cardholder’s Signature:                              

I learned about the Florida Trail from:                                                                                                                   

Make check payable to: FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION and mail to FTA, 5415 SW 13th Street, Gainesville, FL 32608

Howard Pardue
Chair, Apalachee Chapter
809 Maderia Circle 
Tallahassee, FL 32312-1814


