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June 11 “DIRT! The Movie.” 
Join us for our summer movie night! We will host a joint screening of “DIRT! The Movie” with 
the Big Bend Group of the Sierra Club. The film, “takes you inside the wonders of the soil. It tells 
the story of Earth’s most valuable and underappreciated source of fertility–-from its miraculous 
beginning to its crippling degradation.” Join us for a fascinating and fun look at this often over-
looked subject. Holly Parker (850) 567-3393.  

The     
Blaze

CHAPTER MEETING PROGRAMS

CHAPTER MEETINGS

May 14th “Florida’s Royal Road.”
Join Andy McLeod, Coordinator of Viva Florida 500 for the Florida Humanities Council, for a 
discussion on Florida’s earliest roads. The east-west corridor that travels over 400 miles from 
St. Augustine to Pensacola reveals an abundance of Florida’s long, fascinating history.  As we 
mark the 500th anniversary of “La Florida” this year, this “Royal Road,” or “Mission Road,” deserves 
greater attention for reasons of landscape beauty, education, preservation, recreation, and even 
commerce.

      eetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Training Room of the Early Learning  
      Coalition, Suite 70, inside the main entrance of the Northwood Centre at 1852 North Martin Luther King Blvd., 
Tallahassee. For more information, contact Howard Pardue (850) 386-1494 or Holly Parker (850) 567-3393. Meetings 
are open to the public.

                    1.877.HIKE.FLA
                       www.floridatrail.org

           apalachee.floridatrail.org    
www.facebook.com/apalacheechapter.fta

www.meetup.com/apalachee-florida-trail-hiking



A C T I V I T I E S

  Those interested in an activity should contact the listed leader at least a full day prior to the event. Dress  
appropriately for our unpredictable weather and the woods - wearing layers and hiking footwear is recommend-
ed. Always bring water, and possibly snacks, sunscreen and bug spray. Most activities continue as scheduled, even 
if the weather is less than ideal. An adult chaperon must accompany children. Codes: “P” - Public welcome to 
participate; “M” - Limited to FTA members only/ “L” - Leisurely; “M” - Moderately difficult; “S” - Strenuous.
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PLEASE NOTE: The Florida National 
Scenic Trail and other forest trails 
are part of the natural environ-
ment. Rough, uneven, and/or slip-
pery surfaces, protruding roots, 
encroaching vegetation, fallen 
branches, mud and water, insects 
and other wildlife, irritating plants 
and other hazards may be present. 
Wear boots and use caution. If you 
question whether a hike is within 
your ability, contact the Activity 
Leader. More information can be 
found at www.apalachee.florida-
trail.org, click on “Activity Partici-
pant Guidelines.”

April 23 Tuesday M/L Activities Plan-
ning Meeting. Chapter planning meet-
ing for July- September activities. Open 
to all members who would like to par-
ticipate and want to become activity 
leaders. Held at home of Karen Berkley, 
3310 Northshore Circle in Tallahassee, 
at 6:00 p.m. Please bring your own din-
ner. Contact: Dawn Griffin (850) 509-
6103 Griffindd@aol.com.

May 1 Wednesday and May 7 Tues-
day [Repeated every Tue./Wed. except 
Tue. 5/14 & Tue. 6/11] P/M “Tuesday/
Wednesday Walkabouts.” Get togeth-
er in the early evenings to eliminate 
stress, burn fat, meet folks of similar 
interest and just get some exercise! 
This is not a trail running group, but we 
will maintain a minimal power walking 
pace (approx. 3.5 mph). Bring water, en-
ergy bar, light trekking or trail running 
shoes. No limit to number of hikers.  
Pets (on leash & clean up after them) 
must maintain group pace. RSVP on 
our Meetup site at: http://www.meetup.
com/Apalachee-Florida-Trail-Hiking or 
call the leader for any last minute up-
dates or cancellations (due to weather 
or change in leader schedule). Meet at 
5:30 p.m. for warm-up, meet & greet, 

and stretches--then we hit the trail at 
5:45 p.m. (sharp).

Tuesdays: meet at Tom Brown Park at 
the restroom near the large children’s 
playground area for a 1-hour walk in 
the Park. Leader: Cathy Briggs (850) 
567-0506 cbriggs825@gmail.com.

On Wednesdays: meet at the Miccosu-
kee Canopy Road Greenway - Edenfield 
Trailhead parking lot (near the inter-
section of Miccosukee and Edenfied 
Road) for a 3- to 4-mile walk. Parking 
lot has bathroom with plenty of room 
for changing clothes. Leader: Dawn 
Griffin (850) 509-6103 Griffindd@
aol.com.

May 4 Saturday P/ L  Wade Tract Birding 
Hike. Enjoy an outstanding natural his-
tory and birding hike through one of the 
best remaining examples of old-growth 
long-leaf pine and wire grass forests in 
America. Jim Cox, ornithologist with Tall 
Timbers Research Station, will describe 
the natural history of the Wade Tract 
and hopes to band red-cockaded chicks. 
A contribution to support Wade Tract 
Research is requested. Limit 24 people. 
To reserve your spot, contact Kent Wim-
mer (850) 528-5261 klwimmer2@em-
barqmail.com.

May 5 Sunday P/L Over-60 hike: Elinor 
Klapp-Phipps Park. This will be a seri-
ously slow stroll for the over-60 crowd 
or those who prefer to just amble along. 
The hike is about 2 miles long, with many 
interpretive/snack/rest stops along the 
way, so we’ll be out for 2-3 hours. Dress 
for the weather, wear hiking shoes and 
bring bug repellent, plenty of water 
and snacks and hiking poles/stick if 
you wish. Limit 15 and first preference 
will be given to FTA members – so join 
FTA if you’re not already a member. Co-
leader Karen Berkley. To sign up, contact 
leader: Linda Patton (850) 668-4334.

May 11 Sunday P/L St. George Island 
State Park Day Hike (and perhaps a lit-
tle birding too!). Enjoy tall slash pines 
that dominate the windswept remnant 
of coastal scrub forest that St. George 
Island State Park protects at the east-
ernmost tip of this barrier island divid-
ing the mouth of the Apalachicola River 
from the Gulf of Mexico. Starting from 
the campground area, the 5-mile round 
trip Gap Point Trail offers an opportunity 
to backpack or day hike to get up close 
to the desert-like coastal scrub. The 
trail will take you through salt marshes, 
beach and dune systems. St. George Is-
land State Park is regularly rated one of 
Florida’s most beautiful beaches, but 
what all the beachgoers don’t realize 
is that it has spectacular birdwatch-
ing too! Bonaparte’s Gulls are reliable 
from winter to spring, Snowy Plovers 
and American Oyster catchers nest here 
and Gull-billed Terns cruise the beach 
in summer. Bring lunch, plenty of fluids 
and be prepared for warm temperatures.  
In case you get wet while “playing in 
the surf” bring a change of clothes and 
footwear. After the hike, plan to enjoy 
an early dinner with the group at one of 
the local seafood establishments! Limit 
20 and first preference will be given to 
FTA members – so join FTA if you’re not 
already a member. Co-leader: Adrienne 
Ruhl.  To sign up, contact leader: Dawn 
Griffin (850) 509-6103 Griffindd@aol.
com.  

May 14 Tuesday P/L Chapter Meeting. 
“Florida’s Royal Road”

May 18 Saturday P/M Day Hike Aucilla 
River Sinks Portion of the Florida Trail. 
Hike 4.3 miles along the sinkholes 
where the Aucilla River shows its face 
after going underground along this 
portion of the FNST. We will traverse 
a deep hole natural bridge. Photo ops 
abound! Short vehicle shuttle required 
to move some cars to the end of the 



A C T I V I T I E S  C O N T .
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trail. Bug protection a must! Limit 25.  
Co-leader, Ray Cade. To sign up, contact 
leader: Wendy Dial (941) 320-8470 wb-
dial@gmail.com.

May 19 Sunday P/M Mountain Biking 
at Lake Talquin State Forest (Ochlock-
nee Tract). Enjoy a 6- to 8-mile bike 
ride along forest roads and trails and 
1-mile hike to Ochlocknee River. Bring 
your own equipment. Limit 12. To sign 
up, contact Mike Tucker (850) 545-3489 
tuckems@hotmail.com.

June 1 Saturday P/M American Hiking 
Society’s National Trails Day®: Hike 
Lafayette Heritage Trail Park. NTD is 
the country’s largest celebration of 
trails and there will be activities all 
over the U.S.  Come celebrate with a 1-, 
2- or 4-mile round-trip walk. All walks 
require climbing a large hill or two up 
to the overlooks above Lake Lafayette 
and its prairie. The 4-mile hike to two 
overlooks and to the bridge leading to 
Tom Brown Park starts at 10 a.m. The 
2-mile hike to two overlooks starts at 
10:15 and the 1-mile hike to the first 
overlook starts at 10:30. Please come 
15 minutes early to sign in! And bring 
the kids! Afterward, explore the Park’s 
fishing fingers and the lake front on 
your own. The ground is rough, so wear 
sturdy shoes. Don’t forget your water, 
and bring binoculars or a camera if you 
want. Take Conner Boulevard east from 
Capital Circle and turn on Heritage Trail 
Boulevard through the Piney Z residen-
tial neighborhood, through the traffic 

circle to the lake side park. Look for 
the National Trails Day banner under 
the pine trees inside the park’s circular 
road. Come walk with us! If you need 
more information: Wendy Dial (941) 
320-8470 wbdial@gmail.com.
 June 9 Sunday P/M St Marks River Kay-
ak/Canoe Paddle. Start from the US 98 
Bridge and paddle downstream approx-
imately 4.5 miles to the Fort San Mar-
cos de Apalache Historic State Park. The 
boat launch at San Marcos de Apalache 
State Park has a museum (fee), parking, 
dock, picnic areas and restrooms. Good 
easy paddle for a beginner. The current 
is generally mild enough to be able to 
paddle from either bridge going up-
stream or downstream. The river wid-
ens considerably as it nears the conflu-
ence with the St. Marks--expect winds 
and tidal influence. Wildlife is abundant 
along this clear, spring-fed river. After 
the paddle, plan to enjoy an early din-
ner with the group at the Riverside Café 
in St. Marks. Bring your own boat and 
equipment. If you need a boat, check 
with local outfitters: TNT Hideaway lo-
cated next to the public launch at the 
Lower Bridge, US 98 (850-925-6412) 
http://tnthideaway.com; The Wilderness 
Way in Wakulla Station (850-877-7200) 
http://www.thewildernessway.net;  St. 
Marks Outfitters in St. Marks (850-510-
7919)http://stmarksoutfitters.com; Blue 
Water Sports in Tallahassee (850-656-
3483) http://www.bluewatersports.net.  
Limit 25 and first preference will be 
given to FTA members--so join FTA if 

you’re not already a member. To sign up, 
contact Dawn Griffin (850) 509-6103 
Griffindd@aol.com or Gary Sisco (850) 
545-4776 gsisco42@yahoo.com. 
 
June 11 Tuesday P/L Chapter Meeting. 
“DIRT! The Movie.”

June 22 Saturday P/L Ft Braden Inter-
pretative Hike. This annual hike will 
be lead by Senior Forester Tom Gil-
pin. We will walk the trail during the 
cooler morning hours and learn about 
resource management objectives of 
Lake Talquin State Forest.  Wear sturdy 
walking shoes, dress for the weather, 
bring bug spray, water and any per-
sonal items like medications. While the 
hike is leisurely and will be over about 
noon, there is uneven ground and some 
slopes to navigate. Meet at 8:15 a.m. at 
the trailhead which is on Blountstown 
Hwy (SR 20) about one mile west of 
Coe Landing Rd. Entrance sign is on the 
right (north) side of the road. To sign up, 
contact Howard Pardue (850) 386-1494  
hpardue@comcast.net.

June 22 Saturday P/L Paddling Spring 
Creek-Chipola in Marianna, FL. We’ll put 
in at the dam and enjoy a leisurely pad-
dle down the mostly canopied Spring 
Creek. We’ll stop near the confluence 
with the Chipola River for snacks and 
cooling swim. Join us for lunch after-
wards in Marianna. No limit. To sign up, 
contact Gwen Beatty (850) 539-6027 
gfbeatty@yahoo.com.

THE FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION VISA CARD 

Every credit card sends you a statement. The FTA Visa Platinum Rewards Card lets 
you make one! It’s a credit card that supports the Florida Trail Association. When you 
activate the card, FTA receives $50.00. Then, once a month, they receive a check for 
a portion of every dollar that every cardholder charges. There is no annual fee, no 
additional cost to you, and no cost to FTA. All the benefits of a platinum Visa card 
will be yours--including 0% APR for the first six months, along with the satisfac-
tion of your support of Florida Trail’s mission. To apply for the FTA Visa Platinum 
Rewards Card, go to http://www.cardpartner.com/app/florida-trail-association. 
You can choose one of five pictures for your card. To see the full-size flyer, go 
to our chapter’s website http://apalachee.floridatrail.org/fta-visa-card/.
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FROM THE CHAIR

Trail Thoughts:

A trail is many things….

“To a hiker, a trail is a possibility. To a bear, a trail is a path of least resistance. To a child, a trail is an adven-
ture. To a runner, a trail is a workout. To a historian, a trail is a story.” To a trail worker, a trail is a gift to oth-
ers. A gift characterized by sweat, passion, that good feeling of tiredness and knowing Mother Nature at her 
most intimate.

How is a trail made? A trail is made by hand. A trail is made with tools. A trail is made with soil, wood and 
rock. A tail is made by cooperation, companionship and laughter. A trail is made by friends. So what is a trail 
to you? What can you do to make it real? 

Write to Ben at benjaminposton@gmail.com what a trail means to you, in 200 words or less, for a possible 
spot in an upcoming newsletter.

Howard Pardue

APALACHEE CHAPTER’S INTERNET PRESENCE 
We encourage our members to “Like” us on facebook:  
http://www.facebook.com/ApalacheeChapter.FTA  

And please join our Meetup site: http://www.meetup.com/
Apalachee-Florida-Trail-Hiking

Above all, don’t forget all the wonderful information on our 
Chapter’s website: http://apalachee.floridatrail.org

RECENT STATE AWARD RECOgNITIONS:
   At the FTA  Annual Conference just held in Micanopy in March, three people from our area were recog-
nized by special State Awards.

Ronny Traylor – received the John Weary Trailworker Award. This award is presented to members who have 
made extraordinary efforts as trail maintainers on the FNST or side and loop trails. Ronny worked for about 
35 years to originally build the FNST in the Apalachicola National Forest and maintain the Western Section 
of the ANF.  

Ronny’s words are memorable – “Sometimes life slips away from us and we wonder where it went. I only 
have to take a walk on the Florida Trail to know where my life has gone. To serve others is a much higher 
duty than to serve our selves.”

Howard Pardue – received the Lifetime Achievement Award. This award is presented to those who have 
demonstrated lifetime dedication to the mission and goals of FTA. It recognizes those who have participat-
ed in all levels of the organization numerous times thorough the years.

Jim Wood – Jim is not an FTA member, he is the Chief of Florida’s Office of Greenways and Trails, and lives 
in Tallahassee. Jim received the Champion of the Trail Award. This award is presented to public officials or 
landowners who have provided leadership in advocating on behalf of the Florida Trail or in significantly 
contributing to the completion and protection of the Florida Trail.

SAVE THE DATE: November 8 - 10, 2013 
Wakulla Walkabout: 
An FTA Gathering at Camp Indian Springs   

Discover the natural beauty of the wondrous treasures 
found only in this unspoiled “other” Florida. 

Camp Indian Springs, Crawfordville FL
Apalachee Chapter Hosts
Watch for details later!



GO GREEN!!!

“The Florida Trail Association develops, maintains, protects and promotes a network of hiking trails 
throughout the state including the unique Florida National Scenic Trail. Together with our partners, we 
provide opportunities for the public to hike, engage in outdoor recreation, participate in environmental 

education and contribute to meaningful volunteer work.”

FTA  MISS ION

ACTIVITY LEADERS
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Chair   Howard Pardue, 386-1494
  hpardue@comcast.net
Treasurer  Thomas Smith, 536-3169
  tcsmith19@aol.com
Membership  Ray Cade, 508-7593
  raycade@hotmail.com
Programs  Holly Parker, 567-3393
  hollyep@gmail.com
Publicity/  Linda Patton, 668-4334
Website       lpatton@fsu.edu
Activities  Dawn Griffin, 668-0274
  griffindd@aol.com
Newsletter  Ben Poston, 408-1479
  benjaminposton@gmail.com
Trails   Richard Graham, 878-3616
Coordinator  rdgraham@centurylink.net

Aucilla                Wendy Dial 941-320-8470
  George Blakely, Lee Bonninghausen,  
  Carlene & Vic Danart, James Kimbrel,  
  Randy Smith & Liz Sparks
St. Marks  Dale Allen 656-8050
Apalachicola E.   Richard Graham 878-3616
  George Weaver
Apalachicola W.  OPEN
Ft. Braden  Howard Pardue 386-1494
  Mike Tucker & Rik Edmonds
Phipps Park  Linda Patton 668-4334
  Karen Berkley, Dawn Brown,
  David Gregory, Vergy Sheridan &   
    David Tandberg
Torreya     Jerry Herting 878-3426
  Bob Gilley

  Four issues per year. Annual distribution over 1,000 copies. 
Column width = 2 1/2”.

                                     Annual    Per Issue
1/6 page - 3” high:      $50         $20
1/8 page - 2” high:      $40         $15

   Please recommend businesses that might want to advertise in 
our newsletter. This supports our Chapter and the Florida Trail. 
Contact: Linda Patton 850-668-4334 lpatton@fsu.edu.

CHAPTER OFFICERS

ADVERTISINg RATES

SECTION LEADERS AND TRAIL 
MASTERS All Section Leaders, plus the following: Gwen Beatty, Karen 

Berkley, Cathy Briggs, Dawn Brown, Ray Cade, Bob Daniels, Wendy 
Dial, Dawn Griffin, Barry Haber, John Laney, Holly Parker, Tom Rish, 
Thomas Smith, Mike Tucker, George Weaver and Kent Wimmer.

Lydia Burns, Christopher Childers, Jim & 
Lynn Derck, Lisa Dunbar, Susan Ecenia, 
Alexander Gulde, Julia & Shane Kemp, 
Lenny Krzycki, Robert Lakin, Dorothy 
Leukanech, Patricia McElhaney, Phyl-
lis McKenna, Bryce & Rachel Nerland, 
Morris & Teresa Palmer, Jane Parsons, 
Cynthia Paulson, Roger Pinholster, Russ 
& Kathy Rothman, Sheila Salyer, Sandra 
Stovall, Maureen & Nick Truncone, Eliza-
beth Vanderpool, Jennifer Vrynios,  
Linda Walker.

238 memberships  349 members

NEW AND RETURNINg 
MEMBERS

There are four ways to get your copy of the Blaze: 
1. Hardcopy sent to you by mail.
2. Hardcopy pick-up at the monthly meetings in March (Spring issue), June  
(Summer issue), September (Fall issue), and December (Winter issue).
3. By email attachment (pdf) to your email address. 
4. By download (pdf) from our website: http://apalachee.floridatrail.org/newsletters/ 

   We are trying to keep printing/mailing costs to a minimum by asking our members who have internet access to receive the Blaze by 
email. If you would like to opt out of receiving a hard copy by mail (and save us some money), please email Publicity Coordinator Linda 
Patton at lpatton@fsu.edu. 



FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION. JOIN TODAY...ENJOY HIKING FLORIDA’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

Florida Trail Association Member’s Code:

I understand that I am entitled to all rights and privileges of a dues-paying member, and that only members may hike the Trail across private property. 
When on the Trail, I agree to protect wildlife, hike only marked routes, not carry firearms, leave gates as found, use crossings on fences when possible, 
where permitted, keep fires small, then drench and obliterate, carry out all refuse, report irregularities to property owners, pick up after those who 
have gone before and leave only footprints. I understand that hiking the Trail is a privilege and that I do so at my own risk. Neither the Association nor 
landowners are in any way liable for any injury or accident I might sustain while hiking the Florida Trail. 

Name:___________________________________________Address:__________________________________________________________

City/State:_____________________________________________Zip:__________________ Country:______________________________ 

Phone:H(________)______________________W(________)_______________________Fax: (________)____________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________Employer/Occupation: _________________________________ 

Family Memberships: 
Spouse’s Name:_______________________________________________  Employer/Occupation: _________________________________ 

Number of Children (18 or younger):_____________ 

     Individual  $35          Family*  $50          Sustaining*  $150         Supporting*  $250 

     Individual Life  $1000         Family Life*  $1500        Senior 65+  $30          Senior 65+ Couple  $45           

     Full-time Student 18-23  $30          Full-time Student 18-23 Couple  $45 

*Includes spouse and children 18 or younger. 

     Check here if you DO NOT wish your address shared with FTA-affiliated organizations. 

Additional Contribution:      General Fund       $__________ Bill my        MC         VISA       DISCOVER          AMEX 

     Endowment Fund   $__________  Account:____________________________ 

     Annual Fund     $__________  Expiration Date:______________________ 

     Total Enclosed     $__________  Cardholder’s Signature:_________________ 

I learned about the Florida Trail from:_________________________________________________________ 

Make check payable to: FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION and mail to FTA, 5415 SW 13th Street, Gainesville, FL 32608

Howard Pardue
Chair, Apalachee Chapter
809 Maderia Circle 
Tallahassee, FL 32312-1814


