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February 12  “Our Big Bend Coast” Get to know our local coastline. The Big Bend Coastal 
Conservancy will discuss our local coastal ecosystems and the most pressing issues they face today 
Get to know St. Joe Bay, Apalachicola Bay, Alligator Harbor Bay, Apalachee Bay--off the Ochlockonee 
to Suwannee Rivers, and the smaller Deadman Bay--off the Steinhatchee River. Ever wondered what 
exactly a red tide is? Learn about our water quality, species and habitat conservation, and seagrass 
conservation efforts. Don’t miss this chance to find out why the Big Bend Coast is one of a kind! 

The     
Blaze

CHAPTER MEETING PROGRAMS

CHAPTER MEETINGS

January 8  “Three Weeks in Wildest Alaska: Father and Sons and 155 miles by Canoe” 
Sons to father: “Dad, before you die, we’ve got to do another wilderness adventure together.” Dad: “I know 
just where--the Wood River/Tikchik Lakes Wilderness Region of SW Alaska. It’s remote even for Alaska!” 
During summer break in 1967, while attending FSU, Bruce Means surveyed by helicopter this 2-million-acre 
wilderness and always lusted to return. Forty-five years later, in September 2012, his dream was realized 
accompanied by his sons, Harley and Ryan. The Means men float-planed to the upper end of Nishlik Lake and 
canoed their way for 16 days to the system’s outlet at the south end of Lake Aleknagik. Come hear about the 
once-in-a-lifetime canoeing/camping adventure and experience tales of 18 grizzly bears, lake trout, arctic 
char, rainbow trout, red salmon, pink salmon, silver salmon, grayling, northern pike, rugged mountains, bo-
real forest, and arctic tundra. You won’t regret/forget it.

March 12  “Apalachicola RiverTrek 2012” The Apalachicola is one of Florida’s most dy-
namic rivers, the only Florida waterway to emerge from the Appalachian Mountains. It has the largest 
volume of water flow of any Florida river and it supports an incredible number of unique plants and 
animals, not to mention those sumptuous oysters in Apalachicola Bay. But in recent years, the river 
and bay have been starved of fresh water by Alabama and Georgia, causing the near collapse of the 
bay’s oyster fishery and the loss of an estimated four million tupelo gum trees in the river floodplain. 
Author Doug Alderson will discuss these issues and more, and will show photos from the recent high 
profile Apalachicola RiverTrek, a five-day paddling journey on the entire river.

April 9  “The Apalachee Transit” In November 2012, four backpackers from the Apalachee 
Chapter--Mike Tucker, Dawn Brown, Barry Haber, and Rayanne Mitchell--completed all of our Chap-
ter’s section of the Florida National Scenic Trail. The group backpacked from Camel Lake east, to 
the north end of the Aucilla--in celebration of the Apalachee Chapter’s 30th anniversary. Join these 
intrepid hikers for photos, adventures, and lessons learned.

      eetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Training Room of the Early   
     Learning Coalition, Suite 70, inside the main entrance of the Northwood Centre off north Martin Luther 
King Blvd., Tallahassee. For more information, contact Howard Pardue (850) 386-1494 or Holly Parker (850) 
567-3393. Meetings are open to the public.

                    1.877.HIKE.FLA
                       www.floridatrail.org

           apalachee.floridatrail.org    
www.facebook.com/apalacheechapter.fta

www.meetup.com/apalachee-florida-trail-hiking



A C T I V I T I E S

  Those interested in an activity should contact the listed leader at least a full day prior to the event. Dress  
appropriately for our unpredictable weather and the woods - wearing layers and hiking footwear is recommend-
ed. Always bring water, and possibly snacks, sunscreen and bug spray. Most activities continue as scheduled, even 
if the weather is less than ideal. An adult chaperon must accompany children. Codes: “P” - Public welcome to 
participate; “M” - Limited to FTA members only; “L” - Leisurely; “M” - Moderately difficult; “S” - Strenuous.
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PLEASE NOTE: The Florida National 
Scenic Trail and other forest trails 
are part of the natural environ-
ment. Rough, uneven, and/or slip-
pery surfaces, protruding roots, 
encroaching vegetation, fallen 
branches, mud and water, insects 
and other wildlife, irritating plants 
and other hazards may be present. 
Wear boots and use caution. If you 
question whether a hike is within 
your ability, contact the Activity 
Leader. More information can be 
found at www.apalachee.florida-
trail.org, click on “Activity Partici-
pant Guidelines.”

Weekday “Lite and Fast” Power Hikes P/M
   What a success we have had with the 
introduction of the Fall ‘Lite and Fast’ 
hikes! It’s now time to burn off those ex-
tra holiday pounds and strengthen your 
new year’s resolution! We will continue 
to get together midweek in the evening 
to eliminate stress, burn fat and just 
get some exercise. We’ll hike at a fast 
pace (approx. 3.5 mph) with light hiking 
gear (dress in layers, bring water, energy 
bar, light trekking or trail running shoes 
and flashlight). This is not a trail run-
ning group, but we will maintain a power 
walking pace. The basic hike will cover 
about 4 miles. We are considering having 
the hikes in town within a well-lit, safe 
area, which will give us options for addi-
tional miles and easy outs as many of the 
local trails close at sunset. Meet at 5:15 
p.m. for warm-up and stretches--then 
we hit the trail at 5:30 p.m.(sharp). No 
limit to number of hikers. Pets (on leash) 
must maintain group pace. Sign up on our 
Meetup.com site so we can alert you of 
any last minutes changes due to weath-
er--or call the leader for meeting places 
and updates. Leader: Dawn Griffin (850) 
509-6103 (Griffindd@aol.com) Dates are: 
Jan: 7, 9, 23 / Feb: 6, 18, 20, 25, 27 / 
March: 4, 7, 18, 21 / April: 1, 4, 15, 17, 
29. Leader: Dawn Brown (850) 668-0091 
(dbrown1948@embarqmail.com) Dates 
are: Jan: 14, 16, 28, 30 / Feb: 11, 13 / 

March: 11, 13, 25, 27 n/ April: 8, 10, 22, 
24.

January 5  Saturday P/L
  Day Hike at Birdsong Nature Center. BNC 
consists of 565 acres of wildflower mead-
ows, forests, ponds and swamps which 
are home to a myriad of birds and other 
wildlife. Enjoy the serenity and beauty of 
the natural landscape and return home 
with a renewed spirit. Visit the famous 
Bird Window for an intimate bird-viewing 
experience. The surrounding gardens and 
pool have attracted over 160 species of 
birds, including many rare and first sight-
ings. Bring a pack lunch and dayhike on 
some of the twelve miles of available 
trails. Admission: $5 adults, $2.50  chil-
dren 4-12 years old. Free to members. 
Located just over the Georgia state line 
at 2106 Meridian Road. Meeting location 
and time of departure finalized closer 
to event. Limit 25 people. To sign up, 
RSVP on our Meetup site (meetup.com/
Apalachee-florida-trail-hiking) or contact 
leader: Dawn Griffin (850) 509-6103 or 
Griffindd@aol.com 

January 8 Tuesday P/L 
Meeting Program: “Three Weeks in 
Wildest Alaska“

January 12 Saturday P/M 
  Phipps Park Invasive Exotics Education 
and Volunteer Program. This program, 
being done together with the Florida Na-
tive Plant Society (FNPS), will use Elinor 
Klapp-Phipps Park’s extensive invasion of 
coral ardisia for a series of hands-on edu-
cation and volunteer opportunities. Each 
session involves working in a selected 
test area of the park. Learn how to iden-
tify and safely eradicate coral ardisia--
wherever you hike or use trails--from 
FNPS expert, Mike Jenkins. The activity 
begins at 9:30 a.m. at the Meridian trail-
head. Enter the park at 4000 N. Meridian 
Rd. (the Youth Sports Complex/baseball 
fields).  Map at http://www.talgov.com/
Uploads/Public/Documents/parks/pdf/
phipps.pdf. The trailhead is located on 
the left about 0.1 mile in. Bring water, 
bug spray, and gardening work gloves. 

Wear shoes appropriate for hiking. Al-
though some tools will be provided, 
please bring a clipper, and/or a shovel 
(pointed type is best), and/or a root jack, 
if you own them. Lunch will be provided. 
No pets, please. Note that this activity is 
not appropriate if you are severely aller-
gic to poison ivy. IvyBlock barrier cream 
will be provided for those who wish to 
use it. Co-Leader: Linda Patton. Contact: 
Karen Berkley (850) 570-5740  kjberkley@
gmail.com or Mike Jenkins (850) 766-5716 
fnpsmagnoliach@gmail.com  

January 12 Saturday P/L
   Family Hike at Mission San Luis Park. 
Enjoy a leisure hike for the whole family 
and grandchildren. Very slow pace. Bring 
water, snacks or even a picnic. Begins and 
ends at playground. Thomas Smith (850) 
459-2662 or tcsmith19@aol.com.

January 20 Sunday M/M
  St. Vincent Island National Wildlife Ref-
uge Day Hike. St. Vincent Island is an 
undeveloped barrier island just offshore 
from the mouth of the Apalachicola Riv-
er in the Gulf of Mexico. The triangular 
shaped island is 9 miles long and 4 miles 
across at its widest point, with over 14 
miles of pristine beaches and 80 miles 
of criss-crossing dirt roads. Ten separate 
habitat types have been identified. We 
will be hiking in several different habi-
tat types including the beach--always at 
a comfortable pace. Bring a simple item 
to share for “pot-luck” lunch on the trail.   
The refuge is managed to preserve, in as 
natural a state as possible, its highly var-
ied plant and animal communities. SVI is 
an important stop-off point in the Gulf 
of Mexico region for neo-tropical mi-
gratory birds and is a haven for endan-
gered and threatened species, including 
bald eagles, sea turtles, indigo snakes, 
and gopher tortoises. Wood storks use 
the refuge during their migration.In ad-
dition, the refuge serves as a breeding 
area for endangered red wolves. Check 
out: fws.gov/southeast/pubs/facts/svn-
con.pdf.  Bring sun protection and plenty 
of water (in a daypack). Wear comfort-
able clothes and shoes for hiking. We are 
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taking the St. Vincent Island Shuttle Ser-
vices to cross Indian Pass--cost is $10.00 
per person round-trip. Meeting location 
and time of departure finalized closer to 
event. It is a 2-hour drive from Tallahas-
see, so departure time will be very early.  
FTA Members Only. Limit 40 people. To 
sign up, RSVP on our Meetup site (meet-
up.co/Apalachee-florida-trail-hiking)  or 
contact Dawn Griffin (850) 509-6103  or  
Griffindd@aol.com.

January 26 Saturday P/L
   6-Mile Aucilla River to Aucilla Rapids 
Hike. Leisure hike from Goose Pasture 
Road north along river to rapids. It’s small 
game season so wear hunter orange. Car 
shuttling involved. Limit 25. Co-leader: 
Barry Haber. To sign up: Wendy Dial (941) 
320-8470 wbdial@gmail.com.

February 9 Saturday P/M
   Phipps Park Invasive Exotics Education 
and Volunteer Program.  
*See January 12 for description.
 February 12 Tuesday P/L 
Meeting Program: “Our Big Bend 
Coast“

February 16 Saturday P/M
   Under-40 Outing: Bike the St. Marks 
Trail. A 32-mile (round trip) bike ride 
to the coastal town of St. Marks on the 
Florida Trail. We will enjoy lunch on the 
water in St. Marks. This unique section of 
the Florida Trail is paved and takes you 
through long leaf forest to coastal salt 
marsh. Limit 8. To sign up: Holly Parker 
(850) 567-3393 or hollyep@gmail.com. 

February 23 Saturday P/M
   Torreya State Park Fun Hike. River Bluff-
Torreya loop trail. Winter is a great time 
to hike the steep hills in Torreya. Partici-
pants should be physically fit. We’ll walk 
about 8 miles. Bring water, lunch and 
walking stick (optional). Meet at 7:30 
a.m. in Tallahassee to car pool. Limit 12. 
To sign up: Jerry Herting (850) 878-3426.  

February 24 Sunday P/M
   Fun Hike Apalachicola National Forest 
(State Road 319 – Forest Road 321). Fun 
hike to explore the Apalachicola National 
Forest. Richard Graham (850) 878-3616 
or r_graham@lycos.com.

February 26 Tuesday P/L
   Chapter Activities Planning Meeting for 
May - August. Open to all members who 
would like to participate and want to 
become activity leaders. Contact Dawn 

Griffin at (850) 509-6103 or Griffindd@
aol.com to RSVP for dinner and get plan-
ning details as the date gets closer.

March 3 Sunday P/S
  18th Annual Bradwell Bay Swamp 
Stomp. Slog about 8 miles through the 
Apalachicola National Forest’s Bradwell 
Bay Wilderness. The trail passes through 
old-growth timber in one of the largest 
swamp forests in Florida. With normal 
rain, expect wading in ankle-to-knee wa-
ter for over half the hike. Kent Wimmer 
(850) 528-5261 or klwimmer2@embarq-
mail.com.

March 9 Saturday P/M
  Fun Hike Apalachicola National Forest 
(Forest Road 321 to Sopchoppy River).  
Fun hike to explore the Apalachicola Na-
tional Forest. Richard Graham (850) 878-
3616 or r_graham@lycos.com.

March 10 Sunday P/L
   Hike the Oak Hammock Loop trail in 
Phipps Park and see the Red Hills Horse 
Trials in progress. The 2.5-mi. hike beg-
gins at 10 a.m. at the RHHT venue. From 
North Meridian Road, turn onto Miller 
Landing Road. Follow the “Spectator 
Parking” signs and go 0.9 mi to Gate “A.” 
Park as directed and take the shuttle 
bus. Look for the “Florida Trail Event” 
signs when you get off the bus. Hike 
will begin outside the entry point to the 
RHHT. There is no need to buy tickets to 
do the hike. Dawn Brown (850) 668-0091 
or dbrown1948@embarqmail.com.

March 12 Tuesday P/L
Meeting Program: “Apalachicola River-
Trek 2012“

March 16 Saturday P/M
   Phipps Park Invasive Exotics Education 
and Volunteer Program.  
*See January 12 for description.

March 15-17 Friday-Sunday P/L
   Florida Trail Association Annual Con-
ference. To be held at YMCA Camp Mc-
Connell, 210 S.E. 134 Avenue, Micanopy, 
FL (near Gainesville). Each year the FTA 
holds its Annual Conference to elect new 
Board members and officers. But more 
importantly, we meet to have fun! The 
Conference always includes exhibits,
presentations, auctions, raffles, dem-
onstrations, hikes, paddles, children’s 
activities, and much more. Keep check-
ing http://www.floridatrail.org/html/
annual_conference for more information 
as it becomes available. Our Meetup site 

http://www.meetup.com/Apalachee-
Florida-Trail-Hiking will also be updated 
with that information.
  March 23 Saturday P/M
   Sopchoppy River Azalea Fun Hike. A five-
mile (easy/moderate) hike on a section 
of the FNST that follows the Sopchoppy 
River. This section of the trail has abun-
dant stands of wild azaleas that bloom 
in mid-late March. The hike leader will 
provide hikers with a list of plant spe-
cies likely to be observed along the trail. 
Limit 20. To sign up: George Weaver (850) 
510-3288 or weaver@psy.fsu.edu.

March 24 Sunday P/L 
   Day Hike at Ft Braden Trail in Lake 
Talquin State Forest. Meet at the trail-
head on Hwy 20 at 8:30 a.m. for a 5-mile 
hike on the East loop. Leisure hike past 
pine uplands, hardwood hammocks and 
slope forest with nice views of Lake 
Talquin and a visit to “Loren’s Bench.” 
Bring snacks and bug spray. A hiking stick 
is recommended. Dress for the weather. 
Mike Tucker 850-545-3489 or tuckems@
hotmail.com.

April 5-7  Friday-Sunday M/M
  Day Hikes Celebrating Spring in Pine 
Mountain, Ga. Travel to Pine Mountain 
on Friday morning. Enjoy dayhiking on 
the Pine Mountain Trail on Saturday.  This 
well-maintained trail is rated one of the 
best trail systems in Georgia. It was built 
and is maintained by the Pine Mountain 
Trail Association, and is designed for 
maximum enjoyment of both dayhiking 
and overnight backpacking. Choose the 
comforts of a hotel at night, or camp if 
you prefer. Potential stops along the way 
include Andersonville National Historic 
Site and Georgia’s “Little Grand Canyon,” 
Providence Canyon State Outdoor Recre-
ation Area. Make your own reservations 
at either the Days Inn of Pine Mountain, 
U.S. Hwy 27, Pine Mountain, GA (706- 663-
2121) or F.D.R. State Park cabins/camp-
ground (gastateparks.org/FDRoosevelt).  
Meeting location and time of departure 
finalized closer to event. FTA members 
only. Limit 25. Co-leader: Dawn Brown. 
RSVP on our Meetup site (meetup.com/
Apalachee-florida-trail-hiking)  or con-
tact Dawn Griffin Cell (850) 509-6103 or 
Griffindd@aol.com. 

April 9 Tuesday P/L
Meeting Program: “The Apalachee Tran-
sit“
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FROM THE  CHA IR

Give yourself the Gift of Trail...

   FTA is a “best buy.” With your membership comes a year’s worth of monthly evening programs full 
of outdoors experience and adventure. Annually you receive about 100 opportunities for outdoor ac-
tivities at low or no cost. You have the satisfaction of knowing that you are contributing to the dream 
of a statewide hiking trail.

   Even better, dozens of members get much more for their membership dollar. They contribute time 
and effort to lead outdoor activities, get the word out about FTA, or work on real trail in the woods 
and swamps. That is the way to really know the face of Mother Nature.

   By contributing a bit of yourself to FTA and the Trail, you make the FTA experience richer for your-
self and for others. It’s like the Malvina Reynolds song about a magic penny, “hold it tight and you 
won’t have any.  Lend it, spend it and you’ll have so many, they’ll roll all over the floor.”

   I urge you to enrich your trail life. Give back to the Trail. On page 5 you can see ideas on how to do 
that.

Howard Pardue

Footnote: In September and October the US Forest Service (USFS) participated in Open Houses about the fu-
ture route of the Florida National Scenic Trail. I have heard there was a great show of support by FTA members 
for the existing route of the trail and the hiking trail experience. I have heard that the USFS listened closely 
and will respond to the public comments.

APALACHEE CHAPTER’S INTERNET PRESENCE 

We encourage our members to “Like” us on facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/ApalacheeChapter.FTA  
And please join our Meetup site: http://www.meetup.com/Apalachee-Florida-Trail-Hiking
Above all, don’t forget all the wonderful information on our Chapter’s website: http://apalachee.floridatrail.org

April 13 Saturday P/M
   Phipps Park Invasive Exotics Education 
and Volunteer Program.  
*See January 12 for description.

April 14 Sunday P/M
   Under-40 Outing: Hike Torreya State 
Park. Enjoy a 7.3-mile hike on the River 
Bluff Trail in Torreya State Park. We’ll 
explore scenic views of the Apalachicola 
River, historic confederate earthworks 
and a variety of rare plants including the 
Torreya Tree and Florida Yew. Limit 15. 
To sign up: Holly Parker (850) 567-3393 or 
hollyep@gmail.com. 

April 20 Saturday P/L
  Wakulla Wildlife Festival at Wakulla 
Spring State Park. The festival is a cel-
ebration of outdoor activities and area 
heritage--with local musicians, artists, 
and experts offering festival participants 
one-of-a-kind experiences: a wide as-
sortment of outdoor activities, close en-
counters with area wildlife, helpful ad-

vice, and personal enrichment in a family 
atmosphere. There will be guided tours, 
living history demonstrators and chil-
dren’s activities. They hope to have Bird 
of Prey and Reptile Shows by the Center 
for Wildlife Education of Georgia South-
ern University. The beautiful and historic 
Wakulla Springs Lodge will host music, art 
and fine food. Bluegrass music will enliv-
en events on the main festival grounds. 
A $6 per vehicle donation to The Friends 
of Wakulla Springs supports the shows 
and programs of the festival. For more 
details check the website (wakullawild-
lifefestival.com). Members Karen Berkley 
and Richard Graham have volunteered to 
be at the FTA information table.

April 27 Saturday P/L
   Hike and Social Lunch on the J.R. Al-
ford Greenway in Tallahassee. Hike along 
“farm” hedgerows to the woods trail 
leading to Alford Arm of Lake Lafay-
ette. Bring sun protection for open area, 

something to place on damp ground to sit 
and a dish of food to share for lunch! Co-
leader: Dawn Griffin. Leader: Wendy Dial 
(941) 320-8470 or wbdial@gmail.com.

May 4 Saturday P/L
   Wade Tract Birding Hike. Enjoy an out-
standing natural history and birding hike 
through one of the best remaining ex-
amples of old-growth long-leaf pine and 
wire grass forests in America. Jim Cox, 
ornithologist with Tall Timbers Research 
Station, will describe the natural history 
of the Wade Tract and hopes to band red-
cockaded chicks. A contribution to sup-
port Wade Tract Research is requested. 
Limit 24 people. To reserve your spot, 
contact Kent Wimmer (850) 528-5261 or 
klwimmer2@embarqmail.com.
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2013 ELECTIONS ARE COMING
   At our February 2013 Meeting we will have our brief annual business meeting. The primary business is the election of officers 
whose terms are up. This year two positions will be voted on: Chapter Chairperson and Trail Coordinator. Here are their duties 
under our Chapter Guidelines.

   Chairperson: She/he is the executive officer of the Chapter and presides at the meetings of the membership and the Chapter 
Coordinating Committee. The Chairperson is the chapter representative to the Chapter Council of FTA and is an ex-officio mem-
ber of all committees except the Nominating Committee.

   Trails Coordinator: She/he shall assist the Chairperson in the development and maintenance of trails, nominate section lead-
ers to the President of FTA (through the Vice-President of Trails), perform duties as provided in the Trail Manual for the Florida 
Trail System, and perform the duties of the Chairperson in the absence of the Chairperson, Treasurer, and Membership Coordi-
nator. Please note that election of the Trail Coordinator is actually a nomination; once elected the Trail Coordinator nomination 
is submitted to the VP of Trails for approval, and once approved is sent to the President of FTA for signature.

   Currently Howard Pardue serves as Chapter Chairperson. Howard and Linda Patton have been performing Trail Coordinator 
responsibilities since the death of Terry Tenold.

   Nominations for either position should be emailed or called in to Holly Parker for consideration by the Nominating Commit-
tee. hollyep@gmail.com or 850 567-3393. You may also call Howard Pardue at 850 386-1494 for information about the positions. 
Nominations should be sent by January 3, 2013.

YOUR GIFT OF TRAIL
Your time and energy benefits the Trail and our outdoor com-
munity, and enriches your life. Here are some ways to do it.

• Join a trail care (maintenance) hike: Get on a trail  
 care email list or just sign up for a scheduled workday. 
 If you are experienced, adopt a segment of trail. How- 
 ard – hpardue@comcast.net (850) 386-1494.
• Make activities happen: If you are a trained activity  
 leader, plan and lead an activity. If you are not an ac- 
 tivity leader then help someone who is. Sign up to  
 become an activity leader. Dawn – griffindd@aol.com.
• Make Chapter meetings even more fun: Bring refresh- 
 ments, donate (or ask a business to donate) good raffle  
 items, help put on a program. Linda – lpatton@fsu.edu  
 (850) 668-4334.
• Keep FTA strong: Share your FTA experience and bring a  
 friend, recruit a member, help transform a Meetup  
 member into an FTA member, welcome newcomers. 
 Ray – raycade@hotmail.com (850) 508-7593.
• Help get the word out: Place copies of the Blaze and  
 monthly program flyers in the community, volunteer at  
 an information table at an event, encourage Meetup  
 members to become an FTA member. Linda – lpatton@ 
 fsu.edu (850) 668-4334.
• Support the Blaze and Footprint: Provide articles and  
 photos to the Newsletter Editor for publication. Ben –  
 benjaminposton@gmail.com (850) 408-1479.
• Time too tight?: Make a donation to FTA, our Chapter,  
 or the Early Learning Coalition--which supports fami 
 lies and youth, and is the gracious host of our meeting  
 space. Thomas - tcsmith19@aol.com (850) 536-3169.

   The theme of the 2013 Annual Conference is “Trails Don’t 
Build Themselves.” The program is shaping up to be a gath-
ering all FTA members are not going to want to miss. Why?

• It’s taking place in Micanopy, centrally located in  
 the state and just a few minutes off I-75.
• The host location is just across the road from   
 Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park with 15 miles of  
 hiking and nature trails and the Gainesville-  
 Hawthorne State Trail.
• The camp offers horseback riding and a challenge  
 course with climbing wall, ropes and a zip-line.
• RV and tent camping have been arranged on-site in  
 a large grassy field and new bunkhouses are   
 available as well.
• The town of Micanopy with its historic museum,  
 shops and some great geo-caches is just to the   
 south.
• Gainesville to the north offers other great opportu- 
 nities like the Florida Bat House and the Butterfly  
 Rainforest at the Florida Museum of Natural 
 History. 
• There will be presentations, workshops, talks, and  
 social hours on-site as well as events going   
 on nearby, so you can shape your own conference  
 experience.
• The FTA Wine Garden will be back! 

The Conference is your chance to meet and talk with FTA 
members from all over the state and find out what’s going 
on in other Chapters. Go, have fun, and make some new 
friends!! Registration will open soon; keep checking at 
http://www.floridatrail.org/html/annual_conference.cfm.

SAVE THE DATE - PUT MARCH 15-17, 2013 ON YOUR CALENDAR
FTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2013
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THE “APALACHEE TRANSIT” ADVENTURE
by Rayanne Mitchell

   On a warm and clear November 3rd, Mike Tucker began leading a thirteen-day thruhike across 130 miles of the 
Florida National Scenic Trail maintained and blazed by the Apalachee Chapter of the FTA. The trail lies between 
the Apalachicola and the Aucilla Rivers and crosses through the vast cypress/tupelo swamps, pine flatwoods, wet 
prairies, and cypress stringers in the Apalachicola National Forest and the extensive seagrass beds, salt marshes, 
and hydric hammocks of St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. It then passes through the mysterious Aucilla Sinks and 
terminates along the banks of the dark, limey waters of the Aucilla River.

   Mr. Tucker’s group of up to eight backpackers ranged in age from forty to sixty-five and included Dawn Brown, 
who shared her knowledge of the trail—especially of the efforts of the many individuals who work to maintain it; 
Barry Haber, who contributed photographs; and Paul Geyer, who had previously thruhiked the entire Florida Trail 
and on this trip provided much needed transportation and water to the group. Other members of the group included 
Rayanne Mitchell, Jim Owens, Louis Brooks, and David Cummins. Mr. Cummins and Mr. Owens also assisted the group 
with transportation and water.

   Many Trail Angels--both old and new friends--provided everything from a boat ride across the St. Marks Rver to a 
smile and a kind word. These Trail Angels were Dawn Griffin, the Sean and Mona McGregor Family, Bushnell Bob of 
Porter Lake Campground, Linda Patton, George Weaver, Richard Graham, Mafe Brooks, and Betsy Tucker.

   Each day the hikers found themselves in a different and remote landscape, often facing unanticipated challenges. 
Water levels were low. Many of their water filter systems failed. The trail features water in almost every form: the 
clear water at Camel Lake, the ditches and pools along the forest roads, the geological oddity of the inland Bradwell 
Bay, the tannin-stained water of the Sopchoppy River, the muddy crossing at Spring Creek, the now-salty water in 
Shepard Spring, the open waters of the Gulf in the Refuge, and other various swamps, rivers, and creeks. Yet finding 
drinkable water was nearly always a problem. 

   The group saw rare native plants and specimen trees of great size and age; tracks of bear, deer, raccoon, turkey, 
and hog in the trail; and alligators, water moccasins, and pygmy rattlers along the trail. The sounds of shotguns and 
dog packs indicated hunters were active in all three management areas, yet they rarely met other people on the 
trail.  With the exception of a few day hikers at Shepard Spring, they met only one other group of hikers: young Zack 
and Cody Umbarger (ages 13 and 10) and their father, Mike.

   Mr. Tucker provided his group with a rare opportunity to hike safely in a remote and challenging area of great natu-
ral beauty and to experience a part of Florida that is accessible only by walking into it. The trails that lead through 
this wilderness are made and maintained by only a handful of volunteers from an organization threatened by dimin-
ishing resources and a rapidly changing environment.

                             11/3/12                                                          11/13/12                                                     11/15/12

              START: Camel Lake Campground                 Zack, Cody, and Mike Umbarger                   FINISH: CR14/Upper Aucilla River



GO GREEN!!!

“The Florida Trail Association develops, maintains, protects and promotes a network of hiking trails 
throughout the state including the unique Florida National Scenic Trail. Together with our partners, 
we provide opportunities for the public to hike, engage in outdoor recreation, participate in envi-

ronmental education and contribute to meaningful volunteer work.”
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ACTIVITY LEADERS
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Chair   Howard Pardue, 386-1494
  hpardue@comcast.net
Treasurer  Thomas Smith, 536-3169
  tcsmith19@aol.com
Membership  Ray Cade, 508-7593
  raycade@hotmail.com
Programs  Holly Parker, 567-3393
  hollyep@gmail.com
Publicity/  Linda Patton, 668-4334
Website       lpatton@fsu.edu
Activities  Dawn Griffin, 668-0274
  griffindd@aol.com
Newsletter  Ben Poston, 408-1479
  benjaminposton@gmail.com
Trails   OPEN
Coordinator    

Aucilla                Wendy Dial 941-320-8470
    Lee Bonninghausen, Vic & 
    Carlene Danart
St. Marks    Dale Allen 656-8050
Apalachicola E.   Richard Graham 878-3616
    George Weaver
Apalachicola W.  Ronny Traylor 643-5517
Ft. Braden    Howard Pardue 386-1494
    Mike Tucker & Rik Edmonds
Phipps Park    Linda Patton 668-4334
    Karen Berkley, Dawn Brown,
    David Gregory, Vergy Sheridan &  
    David Tandberg
Torreya    Jerry Herting 878-3426
    Bob Gilley

   Three issues per year. Annual distribution over 1,000 
copies. Column width = 3 1/2”.

                                     Annual    Per Issue
1/6 page - 3” high:      $50         $20
1/8 page - 2” high:      $40         $15

   Please recommend businesses that might want 
to advertise in our newsletter. This supports our 
Chapter and the Florida Trail. Contact: Linda Patton 
850-668-4334 lpatton@fsu.edu.

CHAPTER OFFICERS

ADVERTISING RATES

SECTION LEADERS AND 
TRAIL MASTERS All Section Leaders, plus the following: Gwen Beatty, Karen 

Berkley, Cathy Briggs, Dawn Brown, Ray Cade, Bob Daniels, 
Wendy Dial, Dawn Griffin, Barry Haber, John Laney, Holly 
Parker, Tom Rish, Thomas Smith, Mike Tucker, George Weaver 
and Kent Wimmer

Steven Babcock, Louis Brooks, 
Vicki Cross, Kevin Curry,  

Sandra Hancock, Patti Macdonald, 
Eric Mason, Katie McCormick, 

Diederik Opdam, Bob & Carleen 
Pruyn, Wanda Schilb, Mershell 
Sherman, Nancy Stoutamire,   
David & Darin Tandberg, Sara 

Wander and Latika Young

245 memberships  352 members
As of November 1, 2012

NEW AND RETURNING 
MEMBERS

There are four ways to get your copy of the Blaze: 
1. Hardcopy sent to you by mail.
2. Hardcopy pick-up at the monthly meetings in April (Summer issue),  
    August (Fall issue), and December (Spring issue).
3. By email attachment (pdf) to your email address. 
4. By download (pdf) from our website:  http://apalachee.floridatrail.org/newsletters/ 

   We are trying to keep printing/mailing costs to a minimum by asking our members who have internet access to receive the 
Blaze by email. If you would like to opt out of receiving a hard copy by mail (and save us some money), please email Publicity 
Coordinator Linda Patton at lpatton@fsu.edu. 



FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION. JOIN TODAY...ENJOY HIKING FLORIDA’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

Florida Trail Association Member’s Code:

I understand that I am entitled to all rights and privileges of a dues-paying member, and that only members may hike the Trail across private property. 
When on the Trail, I agree to protect wildlife; hike only marked routes,; not carry firearms; leave gates as found; use crossings on fences when possible; 
where permitted, keep fires small, then drench and obliterate; carry out all refuse; report irregularities to property owners; pick up after those who 
have gone before; leave only footprints. I understand that hiking the Trail is a privilege and that I do so at my own risk. Neither the Association nor 
landowners are in any way liable for any injury or accident I might sustain while hiking the Florida Trail. 

Name:________________________________________     Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City/State:__________________________________________     Zip:________________     Country:______________________________ 

Phone:H(________)______________________W(________)_______________________Fax: (________)____________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________Employer/Occupation: _________________________________ 

Family Memberships: 
Spouse’s Name:_______________________________________________  Employer/Occupation: _________________________________ 

Number of Children (18 or younger):_____________ 

     Individual  $35          Family*  $50          Sustaining*  $150         Supporting*  $250 

     Individual Life  $1000         Family Life*  $1500        Senior 65+  $30          Senior 65+ Couple  $45           

     Full-time Student 18-23  $30          Full-time Student 18-23 Couple  $45 

*Includes spouse and children 18 or younger. 

     Check here if you DO NOT wish your address shared with FTA-affiliated organizations. 

Additional Contribution:     General Fund       $__________ Bill my        MC         VISA       DISCOVER          AMEX 

     Endowment Fund   $__________  Account:____________________________ 

     Annual Fund     $__________  Expiration Date:______________________ 

     Total Enclosed     $__________  Cardholder’s Signature:_________________ 

I learned about the Florida Trail from:_________________________________________________________ 

Make check payable to: FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION  and mail to FTA, 5415 SW 13th Street, Gainesville, FL 32608

 Newsletter Editor, Apalachee Chapter 
 Florida Trail Association 
 325 John Knox Rd, F-150 
 Tallahassee FL 32303-4113


