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Chapter Officers
Chair           Terry Tenold,  877-1612
Treasurer       Carol Armstrong, 385-2898
Membership       Howard Pardue, 386-1494
Programs       Linda Patton, 668-4334
Publicity/Website  Linda Patton, 668-4334
Activities       Barbara Donner, 514-4284
Newsletter       Ben Poston, (503) 290-8318
Trails Coord.       Open
FNST Liaison       Kent Wimmer, 523-8576

Section Leaders and Trail Masters
Aucilla  Barbara Donner, 514-4284
  Lee Bonninghausen & Randy Smith
St. Marks Dale Allen, 656-8050
Apalach. E. Richard Graham, 878-3616
  George Weaver, 510-3288
Apalach. W. Ronny Traylor, 643-5517
Ft. Braden Howard Pardue, 386-1494
  Mike Tucker & Rik Edmonds
Torreya Jerry Herting, 878-3426
  Bob Gilley
Phipps Park Linda Patton, 668-4334 
  Dawn Brown & David GregoryWebsite http://apalachee.floridatrail.org

FTA Toll-Free Line 1.800.343.1882
(Call this number for any address changes)

CHAPTER MEETINGS

Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 PM in Building F, Suite 100 (U.S. Forest Service), 
the first building on the right as you enter Woodcrest Office Park at 325 John Knox Road, Tallahassee. The meet-
ing room is ground level at the east end of Building F. Look for the Florida Trail signs at wooden door. For more in-
formation, contact Terry Tenold (850) 877-1612 or Linda Patton (850) 668-4334. Meetings are open to the public.  

September 14 “Cool Down with the Cypress Giants on the Sopchoppy River Along the FNST.” We’ll celebrate
the survival of summer and our kick-off of the hiking season with Ern Jones’ video of paddling on the Sopchoppy 
River.  *Have used hiking/camping gear for sale?* Just mark a price on it. Come early (before 7) to 
display it and enjoy scrumptious ice cream, chocolate, etc. Its our Fall “Homecoming;” come and see old and new 
friends.

October 12 “Creating Wilderness Trail Experiences in Your Own Back Yard and Beyond.” With the help of  
David Copps we will identify patterns and features of natural landscapes, talk about recreating them in our resi-
dential areas, and maximizing the appeal of natural landscapes with trails.  David is a landscape designer with more 
than 25 years of experience in landscape design and conservation.

November 9  “Sneak Preview of Outdoor Gear  Just in Time for the Holidays.” Holiday gift list, here I come!
JC Gayhartt, owner of Trail and Ski, and Georgia Ackerman, co-owner of The Wilderness Way, will bring us the
newest and best in outdoor gear.
 
December 14 “Apalachee Chapter Annual Holiday Party” Bring a covered dish or dessert and a wrapped present
to our fantastic December meeting.  The present for our fun gift exchange should be trail or outdoors related if
possible, and can be purchased-but-inexpensive, a white elephant, or hand-made. Liven up the exchange by writing a
short poem/limerick describing the gift or the kind of person it might be good for. For more information, call 
Terry Tenold, Chapter Chair 850-877-1612.
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  Those interested in an activity should contact the listed leader at least a full day prior to the event. Dress ap-
propriately for our unpredictable weather and the woods - wearing layers and hiking footwear is recommended. Al-
ways bring water, and possibly snacks, sunscreen and bug spray. Most activities continue as scheduled, even if the 
weather is less than ideal. An adult chaperon must accompany children. Codes: “P” - Public welcome to participate; 
“M” - Limited to FTA members only; “L” - Leisurely; “M” - Moderately difficult; “S” - Strenuous.
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September 14 Tueday Program:  
“Cool Down with the Cypress 
Giants on the Sopchoppy River 
Along the FNST.”

September 18  Saturday   P/M
Apalachicola National  
Forest Trail Care
Help clear about 4 miles of the 
Florida Trail and repaint blazes 
from US 319 to FR 321. Richard 
Graham (850) 878-3616  
r_graham@lycos.com.

September 25  Saturday    P/L
Meetup Hike at Phipps Park
A 1.5-mile slow-and-easy hike on 
Coon Bottom Loop. Suitable for 
families with children. This is 
National Public Lands Day, so we 
will do a brief trailhead beauti-
fication project before the hike. 
Sign up by Monday, Sept. 20th 
so Tall. Parks & Rec. has time to 
purchase project supplies. Linda 
Patton (850) 668-4334  

October 2  Saturday  
First Aid/CPR
This is an American Red Cross 
class that will be taught by 
Megan Eno and is open to mem-
bers and land managers. Limit 12 
people. Megan Eno (850) 523-
8579 meno@fs.fed.us.

October 9  Saturday        P/M
Apalachicola National Forest 
Trail Care
Help clear about 3 miles of the 
Florida Trail and repaint blazes 
from FR 321 to Oak Park Bridge.  
Richard Graham (850) 878-3616 
r_graham@lycos.com

 

October 12 Tuesday Program: 
“Creating Wilderness Trail 
experiences in Your Own Back 
Yard and Beyond.”

October 16  Saturday       P/L
Blountstown/Pioneer  
Settlement Hike
Hike the FNST through Blount-
stown back in time to Pioneer 
Days. We will meet near the 
McDonalds (near Harveys) on 
West Tennessee at Capital Circle 
at 8:30 A.M. From there we will 
carpool to Blountstown to walk 
the FNST/bikeway through town 
to Sam Adkins Park where Goat 
Days and Pioneer Days (Pan-
handle Pioneer Settlement) will 
be held. Dress appropriately for 
the weather, wear sturdy shoes 
and bring cash for the gate fee 
($6.00) and lunch. Call Howard 
Pardue to reserve your spot 
(850) 386-1494, or email  
hpardue@comcast.net

October 16  Saturday     P/L
8th Annual Moonlight Hike  
and Campfire
Experience the beauty of a full 
moon at Phipps Park in northeast 
Tallahassee.  Short hike to a 
small lake, followed by a campfire 
and s’mores. A naturalist will be 
with us to call up some owls (if 
the owls cooperate). Sign up by 
Tuesday, Oct. 12th. Linda Patton 
(850) 668-4334.

October 23  Saturday     P/M
Sopchoppy Hike & Plant ID
A five mile hike on the Florida 
Trail along the Sopchoppy River.  
Participants will receive a list of 
trees with key field signs to aid 

in identification of specimens 
along the trail. A car shuttle 
will be arranged to allow for a 
one-way trip (north to south) 
which will take approximately 2 
½ hours.  Limit 15 people. George 
Weaver (850) 510-3288  
weaver@psy.fsu.edu.

October 23  Saturday     P/L
Leon Sinks Geological Area
Hike 4.2 miles through this 
unique area of more than a dozen 
sink holes in the Apalachicola Na-
tional Forest off US 319 south 
of Tallahassee. We will meet in 
Tallahassee at 8:30 A.M. and 
carpool to the trailhead. Contact 
Walker Banning at (850)  
878-2270.

October 26  Tuesday 
Activities Planning Meeting 
Held at the U.S. Forest Service 
Bldg. F at 6:00 P.M. Open to all 
members who would like to par-
ticipate. Please contact Barbara 
Donner at (850) 514 -4284 if you 
plan to attend. 

October 30  Saturday     P/M
Torreya Challenge Trail Care
Help maintain the Torreya Chal-
lenge Trail. We’ll clip back veg-
etation, remove fallen limbs, and 
enjoy the trail. Bring water and 
lunch. We will meet in Tallahas-
see for carpooling. Jerry Herting 
(850) 878-3426 or Bob Gilley 
(850) 557-1536

October 30  Saturday     P/L
Wade Tract Birding Hike
This popular hike will take you 
into one of the best remaining

   A C T I V I T I E S
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examples of old-growth longleaf 
pine/wiregrass forests left in 
the U.S. Jim Cox, noted ornithol-
ogist with Tall Timbers Research 
Station, will provide natural his-
tory commentary and band young 
Bachman’s Sparrows. Contribu-
tion of $10/person requested for 
donation to Tall Timbers. Limit 
24  Kent Wimmer (850) 523-
8576 kwimmer@fs.fed.us 

November 6  Saturday     P/M 
Talquin State Forest  
Exploration Hike
Take a 4-5 mile on- and off-trail 
hike at the North Ocklockonee 
Tract of Talquin State Forest.  
We’ll look for Fall wildflowers, 
butterflies, birds and other 
wildlife. We will meet at the 
state forest entrance at the 
end of Stoneler Rd, off Capi-
tal Circle NW, at 8 AM. Wear 
sturdy shoes, bring water, per-
sonal meds and gear, bug spray, 
dress for the weather, bring 
a hiking staff if you have one. 
Bring snacks and we should be 
out by 12 or 1 o’clock. Limited 
to 12 participants. Call or e-mail 
Mike Tucker at (850) 545-3489 
tuckems@hotmail.com for infor-
mation and reservations. Hike will 
be co-led by Howard Pardue.

November 9  Tuesday Program: 
“Sneak Preview of Outdoor 
Gear  Just in Time for the 
Holidays.”

November 13  Saturday   P/M 
Apalachicola National Forest 
Trail Care
Help clear about 3 miles of the 
Florida Trail and repaint blazes 
from FR 329 to Langston House.  
Richard Graham (850) 878-3616 
r_graham@lycos.com

November 13  Saturday     P/L 
Apalachicola River/Gholson  
Nature Park Interpretive Hike
Find Fall colors by hiking the 
new trail and boardwalk near 
Chattahoochee through slope 
and floodplain forests of the 
Apalachicola River. The trail ties 
into the Gholson Nature Park, 
home to rare plants including the 
Florida torreya tree. On this 3 
mile hike our interpretative guide 
will be Leigh Brooks. Meet at the 
McDonalds  (near Harveys) on 
West Tennessee at Capital Circle 
at 8:00 A.M. Wear sturdy shoes, 
bring water, personal meds and 
gear, dress for the weather. 
We’ll either pack a lunch or eat 
local – to be determined. Call 
Howard Pardue to reserve your 
spot (850) 386-1494, or email 
hpardue@comcast.net

November 14  Sunday     P/L 
St. Marks Refuge Hike
First, visit the Visitor Center so 
all who are 62 or older may pur-
chase the Golden Eagle passport.  
Then hike several miles of the 
FT across the Refuge. We’ll look 
for wildlife and generally enjoy 
the perfect hiking weather. Limit 
10 people. Dawn Brown (850) 
668-0091 dbrown1948@embarq-
mail.com.  The hike will be co-led 
by Walker Banning.

November 20  Saturday    P/M 
Torreya River Bluff Trail Care
Help maintain the River Bluff 
Trail in Torreya State Park.  
We’ll cut back vegetation, re-
move fallen limbs, and enjoy 
being out in the woods. Bring 
water and lunch. We will meet in 
Tallahassee for carpooling. Jerry 
Herting (850) 878-3426 or Bob 
Gilley (850) 557-1536

November 20  Saturday     P/L
Miccosukee Canopy Road 
Greenway Hike
Join us for a scenic hike on the 
Miccosukee Canopy Road Green-
way. The hike will be 3.25 miles 
on two loops bordering  
Miccosukee Road north of  
Interstate 10. Terry Tenold 
(850) 877-1612  
totenold49@aol.com

December 4  Saturday      P/S
Phipps Park Puncheon Party
Help build 75 feet of puncheon 
on the Creek Forest Trail. Rough-
cut timbers will be on-site; we 
just have to put them together.  
Subs and sodas provided for 
lunch. Sign up by Monday, Nov. 
29th. Linda Patton (850)  
668-4334

December 14 Tuesday: 
“Apalachee Chapter Annual 
Holiday Party”

December 19  Sunday       P/L
Ft. Braden Trail Hike
Enjoy a leisurely 6 mile hike along 
the shores of Lake Talquin. We’ll 
plan to hike two of the three loop 
trails. If you would like, bring a 
dessert to share along the way.  
Gwen Beatty (850) 539-6027

January 1, 2011 Saturday  P/L
15th Annual Phipps Park  
Holiday Hike
A leisurely 2.5-mile hike, plus 
side trip to bat house on Lake 
Victoria. Followed by a New 
Year’s lunch at the Oak Ham-
mock. Bring water and lunch.  
Sign up by Wed., Dec. 30th.  
Linda Patton (850) 668-4334



 
                    APALACHEE CHAPTER, Florida Trail Association
                                       
                                      Newsletter Advertising Rates  

        
                    Distribution:        350 copies per issue 
                             three issues per year 
                   Column width:     3 1/2 inches 

3” (1/6 page)   2” (1/8 page)  
                           $20 per issue       $15 per issue 
                           $60 per year       $45 per year 

              Contact: Linda Patton  850-668-4334  lpatton@fsu.edu

 

 To develop, maintain, promote and protect a continuous public hiking trail the length of the 
State of Florida, called the Florida National Scenic Trail, and other loop and side trails, together 
called the Florida Trail System; and to educate the public by teaching appreciation for and conser-
vation of the natural beauty of Florida; and to provide opportunities to hike and camp.

Bob Lawson
Fran Millians

Cynthia Paulson
Dora Pope
Lois Pride

Timothy Stephens
Michelle Sonnenfeld

Susanna Sovran
Steven Williams

WELCOME NEW and RETURNING MEMBERS
Andy Antekeier

Jim Antista
Christine Barnes

Palmer Carr
Margaret Doman
Amy Edwards
Wade Eswine

Tamara Evonne
Margaret Gitau
James Felix
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IN MEMORY OF LOREN CURRO:

Last May 22nd we lost Loren. A long time 
member of the Association, Loren died from a 
massive heart attack while hiking the Aucilla 
Sinks Trail. Loren was special to us who knew 
him. His enthusiasm for Mother Nature’s out-
doors, our fragile planet and social justice led 
to him to a life of activism and volunteering. 
Loren was also unique because while he hiked 
and led a full life, it was not easy. He struggled 
with physical health and conditioning and, for 
his entire life, with Asperger’s syndrome, an 
autism spectrum disorder. His greatest contri-
bution may yet be to come. You see, Loren had 
just completed his autobiography.

Loren’s book, titled “An Asperger Journey: 
From Hell to Hope”, will tell the world about 
the struggle of a very bright man limited by 
his autistic disorder. It will tell the story of 
how Loren struggled over the years to un-
derstand why and how he was different …
and how those differences made for a harder 
life. Loren’s sisters, Fran and Andy, said his 
book should be published by this Fall. Fran and 
Andy also said that the Trail Association was 
good family for Loren. Loren felt welcomed, 
appreciated and meaningfully involved in FTA 
throughout the years. From the turnout at the 
Visitation held for Loren, I know that to be 
true. We miss him. It is our sadness.
Howard Pardue

N O T I C E  If you are receiving a paper 
copy of this newsletter by mail, but could 
receive it by e-mail, please e-mail your name 
and e-mail address to Linda Patton (lpatton@
fsu.edu). This will save the Chapter the cost 
of copying and mailing the newsletter. Please 
contact Linda also if your e-mail address 
changes. Also contact Linda to update the 
chapter roster any time your address, phone 
number or email changes.



I am vacationing during the month of July in 
Minneapolis and northern Iowa, visiting  
family and friends and enjoying the Midwest-
ern summer. Temperatures here are about 
ten degrees lower than the Big Bend area and 
the humidity is generally considerably less. In 
fact, the summer here reminds me of Tallahas-
see in late April or early May, which is still in 
the prime time for trail activities. It is  
evident that Minnesotans appreciate these 
ideal summer conditions as we do our spring-
time, and they are out in droves doing every 
imaginable outdoor activity while we endure 
yet another tropical hurricane season.  
However the tables will be turned in the late 
autumn when the temperatures and leaves fall 
and the first snowflakes appear in the air here 
in the Midwest and thoughts turn to winter  
activities. In the Big Bend area we will be 
enjoying the end of hurricane season and the 
return of cooler days which extend our fall 
hiking season into the year-end holidays. I 
encourage all of you to take advantage of our 
extended autumn and get out on the abundant 
local trails for some cool and crisp fall hiking, 
while our northern neighbors are waxing up the 
skis and charging the batteries on the  
snowmobiles.
Terry Tenold

Activities are an important component of all 
FTA Chapters. A variety of leisure hiking, trail 
care events, and other nature-based activi-
ties allow our members opportunities to revisit 
previo us outdoor experiences and to discover 
new ones. They are also a primary avenue to 
attract newcomers who may eventually become 
new members. A successful slate of activities 
requires a sufficient cadre of activity leaders 
to conduct these events. Becoming an  
activity leader requires a certain level of 
training and experience, and a desire to share 
with others the enjoyment of nature and  
outdoor adventures. Over the years, the cadre 
of activity leaders for the Apalachee Chapter 
has decreased significantly, for various  
reasons. Therefore, the Chapter is putting out 

a call for new activity leaders from the ranks 
of our membership. If you love the outdoors, 
go hiking frequently, and would like to share 
these experiences with others, you probably 
have what it takes to be an activity leader. 
All potential activity leaders will participate 
in a short training session conducted by the 
Chapter in the autumn of 2010 (date to be an-
nounced), and go as a coleader with a  
certified activity leader on at least two hikes. 
Upon completion of these prerequisites,  
potential activity leaders will be nominated by 
the Chapter to the V.P. for Membership for 
activity leader confirmation. When confirmed, 
new activity leaders will be able to  plan and 
schedule events at the three Activity Planning 
Meetings held each year. An activity leader 
needs to  conduct at least one event per year 
to remain in active status. If you are interest-
ed in adding your name to the list of potential 
activity leaders for the Apalachee Chapter, or 
would like additional information, please  
contact Barbara Donner or Terry Tenold. It’s  
a wonderful way to serve your Chapter and  
fellow hikers as well.  
Terry Tenold

Breaking Internet news!
I’ve been busy the last few weeks working on
ways to get our events publicized to a wider
audience. I hope to submit notices soon
for our Fall hikes and programs to the online
calendar at www.visittallahassee.com/
events/ and at eventful.com/tallahassee/
events/categories/outdoors_recreation. 
In addition, I’ve created some web pages 
so that we now have a presence on  
www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.
php?gid=104273719609494&ref=ts
and on  www.meetup.com/Apalachee-
Florida-Trail-Hiking/. You can also find links to 
these social networking sites in the Blogroll on 
our website, apalachee.floridatrail.org/. If you 
know of any other outlets for publicizing our 
events, please email me at lpatton@fsu.edu.
Linda Patton
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FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION. JOIN TODAY...ENJOY HIKING FLORIDA’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

Florida Trail Association Member’s Code: 
I understand that I am entitled to all rights and privileges of a dues-paying member, and that only members may hike the Trail across private 
property. When on the Trail, I agree to protect wildlife; hike only marked routes,; not carry firearms; leave gates as found; use crossings on 
fences when possible; where permitted, keep fires small, then drench and obliterate; carry out all refuse; report irregularities to property own-
ers; pick up after those who have gone before; leave only footprints. I understand that hiking the Trail is a privilege and that I do so at my own 
risk. Neither the Association nor landowners are in any way liable for any injury or accident I might sustain while hiking the Florida Trail. 

Name:_________________________________     Address:_________________________________________________ 
City/State:______________________________     Zip:________________     Country:___________________________ 
Phone:H(______)___________________W(______)____________________Fax: (______)_______________________ 
Email: __________________________________________Employer/Occupation: _______________________________ 
Family Memberships: 
Spouse’s Name:________________________________  Employer/Occupation: __________________________________ 
Number of Children (18 or younger):_____________ 
     Individual  $30          Family*  $35          Sustaining*  $50          Contributing*  $100          Supporting*  $250 
     Individual Life  $600          Family Life*  $750          Senior 65+  $25          Senior 65+ Couple  $30           
     Full-time Student 18-23  $25          Full-time Student 18-23 Couple  $30 
*Includes spouse and children 18 or younger. 
     Check here if you DO NOT wish your address shared with FTA-affiliated organizations. 
Additional Contribution:     General Fund       $__________ Bill my        MC         VISA       DISCOVER          AMEX 
     Endowment Fund   $__________  Account:____________________________ 
     Annual Fund     $__________  Expiration Date:______________________ 
Total Enclosed        $__________  Cardholder’s Signature:_________________ 
I learned about the Florida Trail from:_________________________________________________________ 
Make check payable to: FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION  and mail to FTA, 5415 SW 13th Street, Gainesville, FL 32608

 Newsletter Editor 
 FTA, Apalachee Chapter 
 325 John Knox Rd, F-100 
 Tallahassee FL 32303-4160 

      Mailing Label Here


