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Meeting Notes: June 4, 2020 
Elwood McElhaney, Dawn Brown and Dawn Griffin met with Ms. Mansfield, City Manager, City of St. Marks on Thursday 

June 4 to discuss holding the IDIDAHIKE event.  Dawn B. shared that the City of St Marks is one of only two designated 

trail towns in the state of Florida. 

 Ms. Mansfield offered to seek the City's Board approval to waive the $100 permit fee, as well as seek permission for FTA 

to use City's property near the water plant for parking and event staging at no charge, and to allow local food trucks to 

set up and sell their products to participants at no additional charge.  We discussed that FTA would be responsible for 

reserving portable restrooms as well as a large tent for the staging area on the City's property. We confirmed that FTA 

also has liability insurance and is a nonprofit organization.   

 Additionally, we were introduced to Mr. Stanley West (Riverside Cafe) regarding the use of his property for potential 

tent ($15 per night) and RV ($25 per night) camping using the bathroom facilities at his restaurant.  He also offered the 

use of his linear waterside park (west of restaurant) for $500 a day and could provide a boat to ferry hikers across from 

the Port Leon trail at $5 per person. 

 We may need to consider moving our event from the first weekend in March 2021 to late February 2021 due to 

potential conflicts with long standing annual event in the month of March 2021 which may result in pressures on 

accommodations within the entire region. Specifically, events such as the Tallahassee Horse Trials, Springtime 

Tallahassee, North FL Boat Show as well as spring break for both university and public schools. 

 On our way out of town, Ms. Mansfield recommended we stop at The Shack (23 Old Palmetto Path Saint Marks / (850) 

817-0133) and discuss the event with the owner Justin.  Justin may be able to provide pre-ordered trail lunches for 

participants that can be distributed at the staging area or at his restaurant.  He is very eager to support the event and 

sees a lot of through hikers. 

 Dawn G has emailed Ms. Mansfield as to whether she is aware of any conflicts impacting St. Marks which might impact 

holding the IDIDAHIKE event on Saturday, February 27, 2021. 

 Dawn B., is looking into an alternative boat crossing vendor she knows (vessel is Solar Powered). 

 Dawn G., is looking into a possible trolley (cost) used during City events (Bonnie - DEP Fort). 

Local: Howdy's Rental-A-Toilet: 850-656-8633 

Local: Party Tent & More: 850-926-7339 (located in St. Marks)   
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Meeting Notes: May 21, 2020 
Thank you to all those who were able to participate in our first zoom meeting of May 21. Below is a summary of 

that meeting and current updates. 

Based on the information that was presented and discussed, it was decided that the 2021 IDIDAHIKE would be organized 

by our Chapter as a one-day event. Given the uncertainty of the coronavirus and our chapter’s budget, it was felt a one-

day event (Saturday March 6) would be enough and substantially reduce our workload with the uncertainties that we 

face.  For FTA members who are traveling from out of our area I’m sure members of our chapter would be happy to lead 

hikes on Friday or Sunday for their benefit.  The sites discussed (1) Camp Indian Springs now known as Sherlock 

Spring and (2) North Florida Fairgrounds.  Both sites had merit but were quite expensive. 

Roger agreed to continue further research on property owned by the federal government along Highway 98 and assess 

whether it was suitable for our purpose.  

Dawn Brown updated us on the research she has done regarding information that would assist anyone out of 

town regarding local campgrounds and other types of accommodations in Wakulla County.  

Ron suggested we consider Tom Brown Park which was to host a Tallahassee Trail event in April 2020.  He agreed to 

research the organizer of that event so we can get additional information and access whether the site is suitability for 

our purpose. 

Based on a recommendation from Judy, I spoke with the city manager of the City of Saint Marks (Zoe Mansfield 

850/925-6224) concerning using the city’s 7-acre park as a staging area for parking and event setup.  I was very 

encouraged by her enthusiasm for us to hold our event at the park at no charge (however it was suggested that we 

could make a donation towards the city fireworks fund).  She indicated that they might be able to provide a boat 

to transport hikers from Port Leon trail across the St Marks River to the city park and that a 27-acre parcel was being 

cleared for RV and tent camping that was expected to be operational before March 2021. I feel this site offers so much 

possibility with its location being so close to Florida National Scenic Trail (Aucilla River and Sinks, St Marks NWR and 

ANF) including the areas rich history and unique features. She was also supportive of us having food trucks being on site. 

NOTE: Please let me know if you’re interested in joining me for a site visit of the City of Saint Marks park property and 

a meeting with the city manager. This meeting would need to be held Monday through Friday during business hours.  

Tom (Suncoast Chapter) offered to research further on the event T-shirts produced by a vendor located in St 

Augustine on behalf of both the Suncoast and North Florida Trail Blazers who hosted the event in 2019 & 2020.  It was 

determined that we are able to use a local vendor, but any use of the FTA logo needed to be approved by the 

state board.  Melissa Dancer has kindly offered to be our event T-shirt coordinator. 

As soon as we have a site selected, I think we can send out a Save The Date announcement to the statewide FTA 

membership.  Keeping our fingers crossed the event will not be affected by anything beyond our control. 

Let me know if I missed anything.  

Again, thanks for your time, Dawn Griffin 

 

Meeting Notes: May 8, 2020 
This is a follow up to my email of May 8.  If you are unable to join us on Zoom, I will be providing an email summary of 

the meeting or we can discuss by phone. 

I have received additional information about the property formerly known as Camp Indian Springs (CIS) and wanted to 

discuss this venue and any other recommendations that you may have. I am also trying to coordinate with the new 
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owners on a site visit of the CIS property.  CIS property would provide minimal RV sites, but numerous tent camping sites 

and their location is closer to many of our wonderful FNST. 

James Kimbrel - Chapter Treasurer, has provided various event examples that used EventBrite.  This is a program for us 

to consider for participant registration and t-shirt orders.  There is a fee involved that could be passed on to the 

participant, the negative side is that funds would not be released until after the event. 

Let me know if you can take the lead on any of the following areas and I can share what information has been passed on 

to me by past IDIDAHIKE coordinators. 

Fundraiser – send out letters to vendors requesting monetary donations or raffle items to help offset event costs. 

Publicity (draft a poster and media PSA) This would be the 13th Annual Event.  

Event Registration – develop online / paper event registration to keep track of participants 

Raffle Coordinator - coordinate during event and send out letters/emails to vendors and membership requesting items 

to donate for raffle.  Many members have wonderful talents! 

Site Coordinator - signs and logistics 

Hike/Activity Coordinator - work with FTA activity leaders to organize various hikes (distances/levels) showcasing our 

amazing trails (can include paddle trips too). 

Dawn Brown - Visitor Information – develop an information sheet identifying campgrounds (tents/RV sites), local trails, 

features, hotels and any other items of interest that can be placed on our web site for out of town participants. 

Melissa Dancer - T-shirt coordinator – coordinate with a vendor on production, costs, graphic and event participant 

orders. 

Thank you for your interest in helping.  Questions? Contact Dawn Griffin (Griffindd@aol.com) (850-509-6103) 

 

Meeting Notes: February 15, 2020  
Trip Report --  

Went down there today. Rich bought the whole 77 acres a couple of years ago. It was in foreclosure for 10 years, so 

there was no one keeping up during that time. The property is split by 267, one side used to be an equestrian area the 

other side was the old camp. He is restoring the equestrian area to include water/electric hookup for campers and tent 

camping. Part of the plan is to have an archery and dog training areas. The equestrian area also has a huge arena 

building that can be used too. Just no air conditioning but is covered.  

The old camp area with the main lodge will be open in April this year. It will hold 150 ppl. The kitchen will be set up for 

catering only for at least the first year or two. Part of the cabins are being converted into classrooms. At some point 

some of the cabins back closer to Wakulla Springs land in will be restored as open air only cabins. 

He doesn't have a price point yet for renting the lodge and the cost of the camp sites. He said they are working on that. I 

was thinking maybe one of the sponsors (like REI) could help with the lodge cost.   

The boy scouts are going to use the camping area for an outing next month. They are going to volunteer to help do more 

clean up and build some blue bird and bat houses.  

It would be up to the group, since we are a year or two out. 

 


