
 INFORMATION SHEET 
General info to know!  

 

If I have already registered for a Saturday or Sunday hike online do I still need to 

go to registration? 

No, if you have already registered online for a particular hike you are welcome to skip 

stopping by the registration table located in the City of St Marks and go directly to the 

trail head.   For a schedule of activities, departure times, trailhead location map and 

leader contact information: SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES  OR visit 

www.apalachee.floridatrail.org/ididahike  

 

What time should I arrive at the trailhead/meeting location?  

Please try to arrive early so that we can get folks parked, signed in and ready to walk.  

In some cases, it may be necessary to shuttle cars. Carpooling to the trailhead is 

encouraged, if available and safe to help limit shuttles. Before each event, there will be 

a short briefing including any special descriptions of the area that you will find very 

interesting. Hike Descriptions & Directions  

Where do I get my T-shirt? 

Pre-ordered T-shirts will be available for pick up in the registration area.  

Forgot to order a T-shirt? Stop by, we will have a few extra for sale! 

Are there bathrooms at the registration & parking area?  

Yes, across from the registration pavilion.  

  

https://apalachee.floridatrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Schedule-of-Activities-Ididahike-2022.pdf
https://apalachee.floridatrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/IDIDAHIKE-Activity-Hike-Descriptions-and-Driving-Directions-FINAL.pdf


What should I bring on the hikes?  

Plan to bring water, snacks/lunch, wear comfortable shoes, bug repellent, sunscreen 

(and/or wear a hat), rain gear, face mask (in the event you are in a car with others for 

the hike shuttles).  Be prepared, as some trails may be wet and muddy in the event of 

recent rains.   

 

Can my dog hike with me? 

We have two dog friendly hikes available for well-behaved and leashed dogs.  

Saturday - Thompson House to Wakulla Beach Rd Hike 

Sunday- Aucilla River Sinks Hike  

Due to hike length, strenuousness, and locations, some areas are not safe for pets. For 

hikes that are dog friendly, please remember to bring extra water and disposal bags, so 

you “Leave No Trace.”   

Participants with dogs are responsible for their own shuttles, if needed.  

If you have further questions about bringing your dog, please contact us at FTAIDIDAHIKE2022@gmail.com. 

If I have a question during the event, who can I ask?   

Members of the IDIDAHIKE planning team and volunteers will be wearing a lime green 

bandana and will be happy to try and answer your questions.   

What can I do after the hikes? 

You’re invited to join fellow hikers for a variety on Friday and Saturday afternoons at 

the registration area (See the Schedule of Activities for specific times and events) 

 

▪ Jam Session – Come enjoy the casual FTA Jam Sessions. Bring a chair to sit back 

and enjoy the music or bring your own instrument and join in!   

▪ Silent auction will be available throughout the day, be sure to get your bid in 

before 5:00 pm. 

▪ Yoga. Keep those hiking muscles long and lean with a great stretch 30-minute for 

every skill level. Bring a yoga mat or towel. Restorative Yoga zoom classes are one of the 

silent auction items! 
▪ Pre-order T-shirt Pickup. 

 

 

 

 

https://apalachee.floridatrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/IDIDAHIKE-Activity-Hike-Descriptions-and-Driving-Directions-FINAL.pdf
https://apalachee.floridatrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/IDIDAHIKE-Activity-Hike-Descriptions-and-Driving-Directions-FINAL.pdf
mailto:FTAIDIDAHIKE2022@gmail.com


You can also visit area attractions such as: 

▪ Wakulla Springs State Park, Lodge & Boat Rides 

▪ St Marks National Wildlife Refuge 

▪ Ft San Marcos de Apalachee Historic State Park  

▪ Walk or bike the historic Tallahassee - St Marks Railroad Trail  

▪ Other things to do check out cityofstmarks.com, visitwakulla.com and 

visittallahassee.com.  

I’m hungry, where can we grab a great bite? 

We’ll have a snack and goodie table available in the registration area, cash only, and a 

list of local restaurants in the vicinity has been posted on the website.  

How do I share my cool photos of IDIDAHIKE 2022? 

Be sure to tag us on all your cool photos!!  

Facebook: @FloridaTrailAssociation   

Instagram: @FloridaTrail 

#IDIDAHIKE2022    #FloridaTrail  

Is there a Fee to enter the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge?  

Yes! Like most state and national areas, anytime you enter the St. Marks Refuge, it will 

require a fee of $5/car OR a Federal Parks Pass.  Here are the activities that will require 

a fee or pass: Friday, Driving Tour and the  Saturday, Birding Trip and Sunday, St. Marks 

National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center to Port Leon Hike. 

Learn more about St. Marks Fees and Passes 

Learn more about National Park Passes 

Tell me more about Geocashing at IDIDAHIKE! 

Five new geocaches have been placed in St. Marks especially for the IDIDAHIKE event! 

Members of the Tallahassee Area Geocachers will have a booth on Saturday from 

approx. 11am-5pm to answer any questions for new or experienced “cachers”. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to learn about geocaching and enjoy the benefits of the 

outdoors while exploring places you might not otherwise have known existed. 

 

 

 

http://cityofstmarks.com/
http://visitwakulla.com/
http://visittallahassee.com/
https://apalachee.floridatrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/IDIDAHIKE-Activity-Hike-Descriptions-and-Driving-Directions-FINAL.pdf
https://apalachee.floridatrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/IDIDAHIKE-Activity-Hike-Descriptions-and-Driving-Directions-FINAL.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/St_Marks/visit/permits.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuges/visit/federal-recreational-lands-pass.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/356045216592/


 

I was a lucky winner of a silent auction item; how can I pay for it?  

Payment can be made by cash, check or credit card. Please be at the registration 

pavilion at 5:30 pm to make payment and pickup your item.  After 5:30 pm the item will 

go to the next lucky winner! 

 

How did the FTA IDIDAHIKE get started?  

IDIDAHIKE, a “big hike” fundraiser for FTA, was started about 2008 by Randy Madison, 

a dedicated FTA member who ran a printing business in Jacksonville and owned a 2nd 

home in the Suwannee Valley close to the Florida Trail.  While FTA received Federal 

funds from the USFS to work on the Florida National Scenic Trail, FTA’s non-Federal 

funds from membership and Association fundraising to provide other member services 

were always insufficient. 

Randy recognized this special need for FTA to increase funds that could be used to pay 

for member services that Federal funds could not be spent on.  He also saw the need to 

increase public awareness of the FNST across the entire state.  He proposed that the 

North Florida Trailblazer Chapter host a “big hike”, the IDIDAHIKE, along the Suwannee 

River that would bring in FTA members AND people who were not already members.  

Funds earned beyond cost of the hike would be earmarked for the State Florida Trail 

Association and the Chapter’s trail work. After the first year, the hike would be passed 

along to other chapters so that the Trail would be showcased throughout Florida. 

The first hike was successful. And the Trailblazers continued hosting it for about 10 

years.  In 2020, it was passed on to the Suncoast Chapter.  In 2021, IDIDAHIKE was to 

be hosted in the St. Marks Coastal Region by the Apalachee Chapter but was 

postponed to 2022 due to the Covid pandemic. 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE FLORIDA TRAIL ASSOCIATION! 

Happy Hiking! 


