
Consult the Schedule of Activities for specific time, meeting location and leader contact information. 

 

 

IDIDAHIKE HIKES/ACTIVITIES DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Registration of hikes prior to event is recommended due to limited numbers. Hike locations subject to 
change due to unforeseen circumstances.  
 
For the hikes, plan to bring water, snacks/lunch, wear comfortable shoes, bug repellent and sunscreen 
(and/or wear a hat) as needed.  Be prepared, some trails may be wet & muddy in the event of recent 
rains.  
 

Consult the Schedule of Activities for specific time, meeting location and leader contact information. 
 

FRIDAY NON-HIKING ACTIVITY 

St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge Driving Tour: Learn about the refuge and the historic 

lighthouse from Constance Clineman, Visitor Services Ranger and Lighthouse Volunteer Interpreters 
Coordinator, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge.  Stop at points of interest along the way. Explore the 
Plum Orchard Nature Trail near the Visitor Center which is a short trail about 1/2 mile and a short 
distance on the FNST heading west from the Lighthouse Road. Unfortunately due to Covid both the 
refuge visitor center and lighthouse are not open to the public at this time.  The Refuge remains open 
during daylight hours. $5 per car daily entrance fee or federal pass required. 
 

SATURDAY HIKES 

 

Aucilla River Hike: Distance/type:  10 miles/out & back / Approximate hiking time:  5.5 hrs. 

Description:  Shortly after the beginning of the hike the Aucilla River runs underground.  This hike 
follows the course of the river upstream.  The FNST closely follows the river along rocky, limestone 
bluffs.  The views of this blackwater river are stunning in both directions.  At one point there are the 
remains of an old railroad bridge thought to have been burned during the Civil War.  The turnaround 
point for the hike is the Aucilla River Rapids, one of the few Class 1 rapids in the state of Florida. 
Number of participants:  30 
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township:  26 miles/35 min 
Dogs (on leash) permitted?  No 
 
Driving directions from the Town of Saint Marks:  From Port Leon Drive (CR363) turn right on Newport 
Road, then right unto US98-E.  From the town of Newport drive 16 miles.  Turn left on Powell Hammock 
Grade Road.  After 4.3 miles turn left on Goose Pasture Road.  Trailhead is 1.1.miles west of this 
intersection. 
 
  



Consult the Schedule of Activities for specific time, meeting location and leader contact information. 

 

 

SATURDAY HIKES (CONTINUED) 

Thompson House to Spring Creek Highway Hike: Distance/type:  9.4 miles/one way / 

Approximate hiking time:  5.0 hrs. 
Description:  This hike combines two of the shorter hikes.  It follows the FNST for its entire length.  The 
hike begins on a section that is relatively high and dry.  It goes past a huge old saw dust pile that remains 
from the timber harvesting era.  The rest of this segment is in a coastal hammock.  Shortly after crossing 
Wakulla Beach Road the trail enters a section known as the Cathedral of Palms, a very beautiful and 
unique section.  The fronds of towering cabbage palms grow together to resemble the ceiling of a 
cathedral.  The trail then goes past Shepard Spring, which is a beautiful, clear fresh water spring. 
Number of participants:  25 
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township:  5 miles/7 min. 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? No 
 
Driving directions from town of St Marks:  From Port Leon Dr (CR 363)drive north for about 2.4 miles, 
then drive west for about 2.6  miles.  You will cross the Wakulla River on a bridge.  Then turn left into the 
Thompson driveway.  Street number for the Thompson House is 6295 Coastal Highway. 
 

Cathedral of Palms Hike: Distance/type: 6.0 miles; loop / Approximate hiking time:  3.0 hrs. 

Description: This hike is a very scenic and popular section of the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. The 
hike begins with an easy section along a refuge road this is the high water route, marked by blue blazes. 
Shortly after leaving the road on single track the trail enters the section known as the Cathedral of 
Palms. The fronds of towering cabbage palms grow together to form a natural ceiling giving the illusion 
of a cathedral. This part of the trail can be muddy, but worth the effort. The trail continues with a side 
trail leading to Shepard Spring. This is a beautiful clear spring whose run connects to a bay. There is 
usually a resident alligator lurking nearby. The FNST returns close to the trailhead.  
Number of participants: 30  
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township: 12 miles/17 min. 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? No  

Driving directions from the town of St Marks: From Port Leon Dr (CR 363) drive 2.58 miles north to the 
Coastal Highway (US98). Turn left on US98 and follow it west for about 7.2 miles. At the caution light 
make a left onto Spring Creek Highway (CR 365). Follow Spring Creek Highway 1.4 miles south until just 
before a split in the road. The trailhead is on the left.  

Thompson House to Wakulla Beach Road Hike: Distance/type:  4.4 miles/one way 

Description:  This hike follows a portion of the FNST in the St Marks National Wildlife Refuge.  It will 
begin with information and history about the Thompson House itself.  The hike then passes an old saw 
dust pile that remains from timber harvesting days.  The hike is within a coastal hammock. 
Number of participants:  25  
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township:  5 miles/7 min. 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? Yes 
 
Driving directions from Town of St Marks:  From Port Leon Dr. (CR 363) drive north for about 2.4 miles, 
then drive west for about 2.6 miles.  You will cross the Wakulla River, then turn left into the Thompson 
driveway.  Street number for the Thompson House is 6312 Coastal Highway, Crawfordville. 
 



Consult the Schedule of Activities for specific time, meeting location and leader contact information. 

 

 

SATURDAY HIKES (CONTINUED) 

St. Marks Township to Port Leon Hike: Distance/type:  5 miles/out & back 

Approximate hiking time:  3.0 hrs 
Description: This amazing hike leaves from one of Florida's oldest settlements and a current Florida 
National Scenic Trail Gateway Community, Saint Marks. Starting less than half a mile from the San 
Marcos de Apalache Historic State Park, founded by Spanish explorers in 1679, hikers will first cross the 
broad, deep, and fast-flowing St Marks River by boat transport. The remains of the old tram railroad 
bridge can be seen on either side of the river. The hike continues along the berm that once held the 
railway, offering occasional sweeping views of saltwater marshes. Just before crossing Port Leon Creek, 
you come to the scenic, north end of the Port Leon Creek trail where, if you look closely, you can still see 
signs of the old railroad bridge. There, the main trail deviates from the original trail-bed into the forest, 
offering multiple views of the estuary. We will hop over a small saltwater creek on our way to the main 
junction with the Port Leon Road, where a blue blazed trail leads to the old townsite of Port Leon. Part 
of an old wharf lies at the end of this man-made peninsula and clear evidence of the previous 
settlement dots the landscape. Founded in 1838, Port Leon was the southern terminus of Florida's first 
railroad and at its height, the docks here were a major shipping port for the entire area. In 1843, Port 
Leon became the county seat of the newly-formed Wakulla County. However, only six-months later, a 
strong hurricane with a 10-foot storm surge hit and destroyed the town. Port Leon was abandoned and 
many of its residents resettled in nearby Newport. Returning back along the route we came in on, we 
will stop for a short break at the Port Leon Campsite before heading back to Saint Marks.  
 
Boat transportation across the St. Marks River will be provided in both directions. 
Number of participants:  40 
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township:  0 mi/0 min.  
Driving directions from the Town of St Marks: boat will leave directly from the town 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? No 

SATURDAY NON-HIKING ACTIVITY 

 

St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge Birding Trip. Non-hiking birding trip within the St. 

Marks National Wildlife Refuge; $5 per car entrance fee or federal pass required. Learn about the 
historic lighthouse from Constance Clineman, Visitor Services Ranger and Lighthouse Volunteer 
Interpreters Coordinator, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge.  Grab your binoculars, bird book and bring 
snacks/ lunch/ water/ hat for a non-hiking birding trip within the St Marks National Wildlife Refuge. The 
refuge was established in 1931 to provide wintering habitat for migratory birds. It is one of the oldest 
refuges in the National Wildlife Refuge System. It encompasses 68,000 acres spread out between 
Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties along the Gulf Coast of northwest Florida.  The refuge includes 
coastal marshes, islands, tidal creeks and estuaries of seven north Florida rivers, and is home to a 
diverse community of plant and animal life. In addition to birding you will see one of the most 
photographed landmarks on the Gulf coast, the St. Marks Lighthouse.  It is the second oldest lighthouse 
in Florida and the oldest on the Gulf coast. It was the only lighthouse in Florida with wooden stairs. 
Before you go download the complete refuge bird list 
at: https://www.fws.gov/refuge/St_Marks/visit/visitor_activities.html 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/St_Marks/visit/visitor_activities.html


Consult the Schedule of Activities for specific time, meeting location and leader contact information. 

 

 

SUNDAY HIKES 

 

Aucilla River Sinks Hike: Distance/type:  4.4 mi/out & back / Approximate hiking time:  2.5 hrs 

 
Description:  This hike traverses one of the most beautiful and unique sections of the FNST.  Shortly 
before the start of this hike the Aucilla River runs underground at a point known as the Vortex.  It then 
reemerges as a series of sinkholes along its course.  This hike follows this section of the river.  Some of 
the sinkholes are quite large with obvious flow.  Others are quite small and mellow.  This hike is truly 
geologically unique with prehistoric significance. 
Number of participants:  40 
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township:  26 miles/35 min 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? Well-socialized dogs only 
 
Driving directions from the town of Saint Marks:  From Port Leon Drive (CR363) turn right on Newport 
Road, then right unto US98-E.  From the town of Newport drive 16 miles.  Turn left on Powell Hammock 
Grade Road.  After 4.3 miles turn left on Goose Pasture Road.  Trailhead is 1.1.miles west of this 
intersection. 
 

Aucilla River Sinks Hike – Long Suffering Road: Distance/type:  6 miles; loop / Approximate 

hiking time:  3.0 hrs 
 
Description:  This hike traverses one of the most beautiful and unique sections of the FNST.  Shortly 
before the start of this hike the Aucilla River runs underground at a point known as the Vortex.  It then 
reemerges as a series of sinkholes along its course.   This hike is truly geologically unique with prehistoric 
significance.  Check out the new campsite! 
Number of participants:  40 
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township:  22 miles/30 min 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? No 
 
Driving directions from the town of Saint Marks:  From Port Leon Drive (CR363) turn right on Newport 
Road, then right unto US98-E.  From the town of Newport drive 16 miles.  Turn left on Powell Hammock 
Grade Road.  After about 2.5 miles turn left on Long Suffering Road.  This final left turn does not have a 
road sign, but does have a large Aucilla Wildlife Management Area sign. Notice orange blazes on the 
telephone pole. Be cautious as you drive down this final dirt road. It’s named Long Suffering Road for a 
reason. It’s passable, but there are some rocks that hide in the grass in the center of the track and you 
don’t want to scrape your car. As long as you go slowly and are aware  -  you will be fine. You will pass a 
grassy road called “Mosquito Slap” – just giggle and continue straight. There was also a road at one time 
called “Naked Man” but that’s for another day.  Trailhead is at the end of Long Suffering Road. 
 
 

  



Consult the Schedule of Activities for specific time, meeting location and leader contact information. 

 

 

Cathedral of Palms Hike: Distance/type: 6.0 miles; loop / Approximate hiking time:  3.0 hrs. 

 

Description: This hike is a very scenic and popular section of the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. The 
hike begins with an easy section along a refuge road this is the high water route, marked by blue blazes. 
Shortly after leaving the road on single track the trail enters the section known as the Cathedral of 
Palms. The fronds of towering cabbage palms grow together to form a natural ceiling giving the illusion 
of a cathedral. This part of the trail can be muddy, but worth the effort. The trail continues with a side 
trail leading to Shepard Spring. This is a beautiful clear spring whose run connects to a bay. There is 
usually a resident alligator lurking nearby. The FNST returns close to the trailhead.  

Number of participants: 30  
Driving mileage/time to trailhead from St Marks Township: 12 miles/17 min. 
Dogs (on leash) permitted? No  

Driving directions from the town of St Marks: From Port Leon Dr (CR 363) drive 2.58 miles north to the 
Coastal Highway (US98). Turn left on US98 and follow it west for about 7.2 miles. At the caution light 
make a left onto Spring Creek Highway (CR 365). Follow Spring Creek Highway 1.4 miles south until just 
before a split in the road. The trailhead is on the left.  

St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center to Port Leon Hike: Distance/type: 5 

miles/out & back / Approximate hiking time: 3.0 hrs. Event is within the St. Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge; $5 per car entrance fee or federal pass required. 

 
Description: This adventure will start from the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center where 
we will shuttle down the 3-mile forest service road from the Visitor Center to the Port Leon Campsite. 
Once there, we will start our hike by hopping over a small saltwater creek to enter the forest with 
multiple views of the estuary. We will leave the forest a short distance from the Port Leon Creek at the 
scenic, north end of the Port Leon Creek trail where, if you look closely, you can still see signs of the old 
railroad bridge. From there, we will continue along the berm that once held the railway, offering 
occasional sweeping views of saltwater marshes, on our way to the township of St. Marks. Stopping at 
the broad, deep, and fast-flowing St. Marks River, we will be able to see the remains of the old tram 
railroad on either side of the river and will be able to look across and see the St. Marks Township and 
our IDIDAHIKE 2022 staging area.  

St. Marks Township is one of Florida's oldest settlements and a current Florida National Scenic Trail 
Gateway Community. Returning along the same path, back to the main junction with the Port Leon 
Road, we will stop for a short break at the Port Leon Campsite before pressing on. From the campsite, a 
blue blazed trail will lead us to the old townsite of Port Leon. Part of an old wharf lies at the end of this 
man-made peninsula and clear evidence of the previous settlement dots the landscape. Founded in 
1838, Port Leon was the southern terminus of Florida's first railroad and at its height, the docks here 
were a major shipping port for the entire area. In 1843, Port Leon became the county seat of the newly-
formed Wakulla County. However, only six-months later, a strong hurricane with a 10-foot storm surge 
hit and destroyed the town. Port Leon was abandoned and many of its residents resettled in nearby 
Newport. 


